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A Family of Bands
In late 2012 North Shore Brass decided to set up a Brass Academy. We had plenty 
of unutilized instruments and good overall infrastructure and administration, 
which made this venture more manageable. In February 2013 we launched the 
North Shore Brass Academy with groups consisting of students who have learnt 
for more than a year, adult players returning to banding, and new learners. We 
were helped by several tutors feeding us students, including Kathy Clark and Sarah 
Arnel.

Over the years the Academy has developed with regular appearances at the ABA 
Solo and Band contest, winning Gold and Silver awards at the Matamata Music 
Festival, regular end of term concerts with the senior band and also performing at 
summer events at Browns Bay Plaza and the Murrays Bay Wharf Birdman, in front 
of 8000 people.

The Academy now has three levels – the Understudies Band and Takapuna Youth 
Brass under Mark Close (recently retired from the APO) and the Academy Band 
under Steve Foster (1st tenor horn in the senior band). We set a new record by 
entering four bands from the North Shore Brass family into the 2018 ABA Band 
contest last September, gaining placings for all bands.

The Academy also runs seminars and workshops by visiting artists. Last July we 
had a successful Brass In Class workshop with Harmen Vanhoorne and Dr Nigel 
Clarke as well as with David Bremner, BBANZ Director of Education in December.

We have recently registered the Academy Band with BBANZ and this year the 
North Shore banding family will have three bands competing in Hamilton in the 
A, D and Youth grades. We believe this is a record for one organisation.

There are positives with having a larger organisation. On most Wednesdays we 
have over 80 musicians through our band rooms as rehearsals go from 5–10 
pm. We now have several Academy players and parents on our committee as we 
operate as one organisation. Our audience numbers have increased because of an 
expanded base of parents, grandparents, friends and other families.

We now realise there was an unmet need in our community which is now being 
catered for as our bands are for adults learners, adult musicians that wish to play in 
the same band as their children and adults who don’t aspire to play in an A Grade 
band. For young players, we have a clear succession plan, training opportunities 
and excellent role models in our senior band to inspire them.

Owen Melhuish 
President - North Shore Brass

In this issue we:
• Preview the National Contest,
• Have reports on the Matamata Festival and 

Wellington Youth camp,
• And Eastern BOP Brass pays tribute to Lou Davey.

The nest issue will be out in August as we take a break 
during July for the National Contest.

Until then… happy banding!

http://www.musicways.co.nz
mailto:info@musicways.co.nz
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Errata
Unfortunately there were a few gremlins in the 
reporting of the results from the OSBBA contest in 
the May issue. The correct result are:

Junior Duet 
1 E Wilder/L Eyeles Mosgiel Brass 
2 J O’Connell/A Dudfield Ascot Park Hotel Auxiliary 
3 L Bailey/K McGregor Ascot Park Hotel Auxiliary

Senior Event 
1 Lee Newcombe Ascot Park Hotel Auxiliary 
2 Margaret McFadgen Mosgiel Brass 
3 Annette Dakin Mosgiel Brass

Welly 
Youth 
Camp
Wellington District 
Brass Band 
Association had its 
annual camp over 
the weekend 3 to 5 
May at the YMCA 
Kaitoke Outdoor 
Education Centre 
north of Upper Hutt. 
Twenty-five eager 
young musicians from the District attended. The many outdoor adventure activities 
took second place to the musical purpose of the camp with one exception; the 
water slide ending in a muddy duck pond was very popular!

Musical Director Wayne Kedzlie did a great job. “I sought to develop a programme 
that was entertaining for both players and an audience, had a good degree of 
variety and offered discrete musical challenges. I was ably assisted by a great 
tutoring team, and this allowed me to raise the band’s playing standard beyond the 
level that I was hopeful of. Several players made notable progression. The obvious 
delight of the players themselves on a job well done is high praise for the efforts by 
all in contributing to the success of the camp”.

It was great to have some ‘youth adjacent’ tutors (Sarah Wright and Ethan Mancer 
from Wellington Brass and Callum Riach from Upper Hutt Brass) alongside 
the ‘older brigade’. The camp ended with a concert well attended by friends and 
relations of the players. The Wellington Association puts a high priority on youth 
development and is hopeful of having several youth bands at its District Contest 
on 8 September. Thank you to Pub Charity and to the District Association whose 
financial contributions enabled us to keep the player fee to an affordable level.

Dennis Dawson, WDBBA

A Note from our President
The question we 
often hear asked 
is, ‘What does 
the Brass Band 
Association do 
to warrant the 
affiliation fees 
charged each 
year?’ An excellent 
question as, 
although we live 

in a user-pays world, we expect and deserve 
value for money.

BBANZ is extremely fortunate to have in 
its employment Helen Lee, as our Executive 
Officer. Helen’s life-long association 
with New Zealand brass banding means 
she has extensive knowledge about its 
players, bands and history and therefore 
a solid understanding of what is needed 
for bands to operate day-to-day. In her 
administrative capacity she is asked by our 
members for support in numerous different 
ways. This ranges from assistance with 
research, confirmation and supply of Long 
Service Awards and acknowledgement of 
membership for grant applications. Health 
and Safety are of paramount importance, so 
we are receiving more requests from bands 
for Police Vetting reports which we can 
action as a free service.

Holding both a National Secondary Schools’ 
and National Youth Band course each year 
is a significant undertaking, and we are very 
fortunate to have passionate people within 
our organisation who manage and lead 
these bands. Our Executive Officer provides 
critical assistance to these representative 
band managers, particularly concerning 
funding and grant applications as it 
becomes increasingly challenging to cover 
the operational costs. Helen is also the link 
between bands and District Associations and 
the free training service we offer from our 
Education Officer, David Bremner.

More recently BBANZ has looked to increase 
the volume of New Zealand compositions 
for both soloists and bands. For example, 
I am sure you would have noted we are 
currently calling for music to be submitted 
for consideration as test works for the 2020 
National Contest in Christchurch. This is a 
follow-on from the commissioning of test 
solos in 2017 and band test pieces in 2018, 
all of which was successfully managed by 
BBANZ committee member Byron Newton. 
As an Association we need to support and 
encourage brass band composers, as we 
can’t expect other organisation to do it for 
us. The administration of this music and 
management of our online shop takes time 
and resources but is another unique service 

we provide to our members. The Mouthpiece, 
in its printed and electronic versions, and 
social media are forums for our bands to 
share their achievements. We have a 
lot to be proud of so it is important to 
promote and celebrate our members and 
successes.

We are now entering our busiest time of 
the year, and Helen puts on her other hat as 
Contest Manager. In addition to liaising with 
the contest committee, she processes band’s 
contest entries, collates own choice music, 
organises adjudicators, checks registration 
lists and develops the all-important event 
schedule. A successful contest requires 
meticulous planning and considerable 
patience and effort from all those involved.

This year the management committee will 
have a stand at Hamilton so take five minutes 
and come up and chat with us about ways we 
may be able to help your band. And perhaps 
as you enjoy a beer, wine or orange juice 
during the contest, spare a thought for all 
those still working behind the scenes for you.

Yours in banding.

John Sullivan, 
President Brass Band Association 
of New Zealand

Congratulations to these successful soloists from Ascot 
Park Hotel Auxiliary Band.
Back L-R: Kendrick Dela Cruz, Kyrell Gerard, Aidan 
Dudfield, Karen Thwaites
Front L-R: Sam McGregor, Summer Smith, Kate 
McGregor
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Tribute to Lou Davey 
by Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass
Kāore te kumara e kōrero ana mo tōna ake 
reka

The kumara does not say how sweet he is.

It’s no secret that Lou Davey loved brewing 
and drinking beer and so it shouldn’t come 
as a surprise that when she joined the Te 
Awamutu Brass band at ten years of age, 
the first event she played at was the Anzac 
Day commemoration at Pirongia, and after 
playing spent the afternoon in the RSA.

She played the cornet, and her love of music 
and people inevitably led her into teaching. 
That is how she met her beloved wife, 
Meryl. From teaching in the King Country 
to seeking out new adventures, Lou and 
Meryl moved overseas with Lou teaching 
music at the Shanghai American School. 
Her ability to enthuse children and adults 
alike to play was inspirational to so many.

In 2014 the time had come for Lou and 
Meryl to return to New Zealand. Lou 
wanted to live where she could see the sea. 
Lou and Meryl had one or two connections 
in Whakatāne and Ōhope, and it took no 
time at all for them to settle into life in our 
little piece of paradise.

As with all things Lou tackled the change 
with love and positivity, and they both 
soon made enduring friendships with 
neighbours, enjoyed many fishing 
excursions, walks, and socialising and 
spreading their brand of charm wherever 
they went. A move to the Eastern Bay of 
Plenty also meant being nearer to more 
of Meryl’s family, including Nigel, the 
beer-maker. Lou and Nigel connected 
immediately and commenced their brewing 
bromance.

In late 2014, Lou’s old friends from her 
Te Awamutu days, Alison and Brian 
Derbyshire, introduced Lou to Alan Spence, 
and her connection to Eastern BOP Brass 
started. Lou immediately threw herself 
into the Whakatāne music scene. She was 
phenomenal, giving hours and hours of time 
to many of the schools in Whakatāne, and 
mostly voluntarily. Her ability to inspire and 
develop junior players into musicians was 
her gift. On the “Lou’s News” noticeboard 
in our band room, there is a quote “Every 
musician was once a beginner!” Lou said 
that she had had the pleasure of coaching 
many students in their musical lives, 
from the first notes of beginners to senior 
students, and that seeing her students 
go from absolute beginners to A Grade 
performers was a joy and a privilege.

The year 2016 started with promise. Lou 
had a brief three-month contract teaching 
in Seoul with just enough time to fit in a 
brass band national competition in Napier. 

That’s when cancer came back for the 
second time. Lou had fought it once already 
and had beaten it. She was so devastated, 
but the determined little redhead tackled 
that news by announcing on Facebook 
“Here we go, chemo day 1, blasting those 
little cancer b***** out of my system”. Lou 
never doubted her ability to beat cancer 
and set about fitting months’ worth of 
debilitating treatment into her banding 
schedule.

Lou played, she marched, she fundraised, 
she joined the committee, she rehearsed and 
practised twice weekly, and weekends with 
us, she competed at nationals, regionals, 
concerts, and continued to teach. She 
formed a band at Whakatāne Intermediate 
and not just a band but the best band 
they have ever had. Our junior group, the 
Development Squad, had weekly rehearsals 
and went from strength to strength playing 
concerts for the elderly, community events, 
school concerts, even District Council gigs. 
She took juniors to solo competitions, duets, 
quartets and covered for Alan when he 
was away. She picked up and revamped the 
Instrument Register, finalised the website 
and kept it up to date. She located disused 
instruments and what we could not use 
was serviced and sent sparkling over to the 
Pacific Islands. Lou put her hand up for 
everything. All this, while going through 
months of gruelling chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments.

In 2017 we attended the national contest 
in Wellington as New Zealand’s newest A 

Grade band. Many of us were nervous about 
that move but guess who told Alan to go for 
it, as long as she could still keep her seat! 
Our performance of the test piece Journey of 
the Lone Wolf felt so special at the time and 
is more so now knowing it was the last time 
Lou would play with the band at Nationals. 
In fact, it was such a good performance, Lou 
put down a special brew.

At that point, it was Lou 2 - cancer 0. Just 
as we dared to hope, things turned upside 
down on Christmas Eve in 2017. It was a 
devastating blow to have seen her come so 
far, but this is where the true character of a 
person is tested. Lou posted “I’m attacking 
this head-on with a full heart and my 
wonderful Meryl and Dottie the beagle 
at my side.” She fought through the next 
year continuing with all that she loved, 
including performing in Wellington with 
the inaugural Bras and Brass Ladies Band, 
dedicated to promoting and fundraising for 
the fight against breast cancer.

She set herself a bucket list - mostly band 
related. With Meryl’s support, she set her 
sights on getting to contest in Blenheim 
in July for the band’s second year in the A 
Grade. It almost happened. Unfortunately, 
in the week before we left, the plan 
unravelled. We were all devastated. The live 
stream of our performance showed the band 
with “4 Lou” on each member’s hand as we 
played. Of course, we played for Lou. And 
to celebrate the band’s success, another brew 
was born to celebrate our performance in 
the Test and Own Choice “39 Angels”. It sat 
alongside Black Bomber, Lone Wolf Pale Ale 
and Meryl’s 70 Pale Ale.

Despite constant setbacks, Lou carried on 
courageously and then set her sights on 
the regionals in Gisborne in September. 
She took her beloved Development Squad 
for their first ever contest, and they were 
brilliant. Music and the bands were her 
lifelines, and so she set weekly targets and 
bravely reached them. Others outside of 
her circle would not have known she was 
so sick.

In January 2019, Lou died.  Her funeral 
was a celebration of a life filled with love 
and music.  Lou’s two bands came together 
supported by many of her musical friends 
from around the country to play for her. 

Unfortunately, a number of our young 
players weren’t able to be there having just 
left for the 2019 National Youth Band, but 
they gave her a moving tribute during their 
first concert in Hamilton.  Lou lived her life 
with courage, fun, positivity and love. 

‘Kei a te Po te timatanga o te waiatatanga 
mai a te Atua. Ko te Ao, ko te Ao-marama, 
ko te Ao-turoa.’ 
‘It was in the night that the gods sang the 
world into existence. To the world of light, to 
the world of music.’
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Words of Advice
from David Bremner, BBANZ Director of Education

Hi all, by now many of you will be in contest mode, getting your pieces ready for Hamilton in 
July. National contest can be a great event to strive towards, but it’s always important that we keep 
perspective and context in setting our goals for contest. It’s very easy to walk away from a contest 
without the result we had hoped for or thought we deserved, and feel like it has been a waste of time. 
I encourage you all to try a different perspective on your contest experience.

Instead of thinking only about the results, try setting goals that are based around your own 
performances, rather than what points or placing a judge gives you. In the upcoming weeks, focus 
on the areas of your playing that need work. Focus on these areas in your practise, whether as a band 
or individual and set goals on improving these areas. If it’s a physical aspect such as tonguing, range, 
technique, then work on these areas slowly! Slowly! Slowly! Make it a priority for your practise, and 
work on these areas methodically and with discipline. If it’s a mental area such as nerves, stay tuned 
to this column, as I will write about this in my next column.

Setting reachable and realistic goals gives us motivation, and doesn’t put so much impact on specific 
results. I encourage you all to think about the areas that need work in your playing, set a plan of 
attack to work on these, and after contest sit down and assess how you went and if you reached your 
targets. It’s okay to be disappointed in the results you get (for about two minutes), but the most 
important results are in your playing and progress you make. Record your performance and listen 
back afterwards to see if you have made progress in those areas, and make this contest a positive one.

All the best for your contest preparation.

Regards, Dave

A Bugle Call
Christine Wright from Alexandra has an 
idea based around Anzac Day and the Last 
Post.

“So many of our towns don’t have someone 
to play the Last Post and Reveille on Anzac 
Day,” said Christine. “Last year I spoke to 
the president of the Queenstown RSA, and 
he said they would be happy to pay flights 
for someone to come down to play. They 
managed to find a jazz trumpet player at the 
last minute. However, wouldn’t it be great 
if there was a list of band members from 
throughout New Zealand who are willing to 
play the Last Post for our RSAs?”

We thought this was a great idea and 
invite anyone who can play a convincing 
traditional Last Post to register their names 
with BBANZ bbanzeo@gmail.com so a list 
can be put together and given to the RSA 
National Association. Of course, there are 
other events during the year that buglers 
are required for such as Armistice Day and 
funerals.

What’s On?
Sunday 9 June 
25th Feilding Festival of Bands, from 
10.00am at the Feilding Civic Centre, 84 
Aorangi Street, Feilding. Tickets $2-$10 at 
the door.

Sunday 16 June 
Wellington District Bands Association 
solo contest.

Sunday June 23 
Kumeu Vintage Brass in concert at Settlers 
Lifestyle Village, 2.00pm 550 Albany 
Highway, Albany, Auckland.

Sunday 30 June 
Seriously Brass featuring Woolston Brass’ 
National Championship Contest Repertoire 
and Woolston Concert Brass, 2.00pm, James 
Hay Theatre, Christchurch Town Hall.

Tuesday 9 July 
“The Americans are Coming!” Deco Bay 
Brass is hosting Chicago City Brass in a 
combined concert, 7.00pm at the Lowe 
Family Performing Arts Centre, Lindisfarne 
College, Hastings.

Wednesday 10 to Sunday 14 July 
National Championships in Hamilton
Wednesday 10 July 
at the Claudelands Event Centre 
From 11.00am Solos for Under 15 groups, 
Juniors, Masters, and Open Slow Melody. 
All percussion events – Open, Junior and 
Under 15 solos and Ensemble. All Open 
brass ensembles and duets. 

5.00pm Junior Champion of Champions 
8.00pm Invitation Slow Melody

Thursday 11 July
at the Claudelands Event Centre 
From 9.00am - all Open solos, Open Own 
Choice event and all Junior ensembles 
and duets 
7.30pm Open Champion of Champions

Friday 12 July 
at the Claudelands Event Centre 
A and C Grades Sacred or Reflective item 
and test selection 
At Southwell School 
B Grade Sacred or Reflective item and test 
selection 
12.30pm Parade of Bands/Street March 
for all grades

Saturday 13 July 
at the Claudelands Event Centre 
A and C Grade Own Choice selection

At Southwell School 
B, D and Youth Grade Own Choice 
selection

Sunday 14 July 
1.00pm at Clarence St Theatre Brass In 
Concert featuring Chicago Brass Band, 
Hamilton City Brass and guest soloists.

Sunday July 21 
Kumeu Vintage Brass in concert at Evelyn 
Page Village, 1.30pm, 30 Ambassador 
Glade, Orewa, Auckland.

Saturday 31 August and Sunday 1 
September 
Central Districts Bands Association solo 
and band contest in Palmerston North.

Sunday 8 September 
Wellington District Bands Association 
band contest.

Saturday 21 September 
Auckland Bands Association band contest 
at Hawkins Theatre, Papakura. Adjudicators 
are David Gallaher and Denis Spurdle.

Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 September 
Waikato Bay of Plenty Bands Association 
band and solo contest in Matamata.

Saturday 28 September 
Canterbury Provincial Brass Band 
Association solo contest at The Piano, 
Armagh Street, Christchurch.

Sunday 29 September 
Canterbury Provincial Brass Band 
Association band contest, James Hay 
Theatre, Christchurch.

Monday 30 September to Sunday 6 
October 
2019 National Secondary Schools’ Brass 
Band training course in New Plymouth.

Friday 25 to Sunday 27 October 
Westport Municipal Band – celebrating 
150 years. Register your interest at email: 
2019wmb150@gmail.com or Facebook: 
WMB150

** Any activities happening in your 
community this year? Let people know by 
sending details to the editor at 
bbanzeo@gmail.com

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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Introducing Mike
Mike Jacobsen of Grey Door Music is a highly experienced and qualified 
musical instrument repairer who is excited to bring his expertise and 
skills home to New Zealand after many years of living abroad.

Music has been at the core of Mike’s life since childhood. His passion for 
music started with learning saxophone and piano, which he later went 
on to teach while gaining a Performer’s Certificate in piano and Grade 
7 Trinity College on saxophone. At this time Mike performed with 
concert, big, symphonic and rock bands, including being a founding 
member of Waikato Youth Symphonic Band, 1st Alto Sax with Auckland 
Youth Symphonic Orchestra and a member of the National Youth 
Symphonic Band.

Upon leaving school, Mike moved to Auckland to begin a musical 
instrument repair apprenticeship with Murphy’s Wind & Reed in Mt 
Roskill. Having completed this apprenticeship in 1992, Mike opened the 
first Grey Door Music instrument repair shop. This was a busy time for 
Mike and gave him a wealth of experience as he honed his skill until the 
urge to travel took him around the world.

Eventually, Mike arrived in Sydney where the opportunity arose for 
him to once again reconnect with his craft of musical instrument repair 
at Sax and Woodwind. For the next five years, Mike ran the repair 
department as well as being an active member of the international 
musical instrument repairer community which encourages the sharing 
of knowledge and ideas, supports musical instrument repairers and 
teaching the craft.

In 2017, Mike was invited to spend a month living and working with 
the repairers at Yamaha’s Toyooka factory in Hamamatsu, Japan, thus 
becoming one of only three Yamaha accredited band instrument repair 
technicians in Australasia. Notably, Mike also had some training with 
one of the world’s best oboe technicians, Jean-Marc from Marigaux 
Oboes of France and with Bret Gustafson, from Gustafson’s Custom 
Horns in Adelaide, one of the best in Australasia for brass work and 
customising.

Mike then opened up his own successful musical instrument repair 
business in Sydney, but he is now very happy to be heading back to New 
Zealand to make Dunedin his home and bring his services to the South 
Island and beyond.

Mike is a member of NAPBIRT. You can see examples of Mike’s work at 
www.greydoormusic.com

Congratulation Garth
The management committee of BBANZ is very 
pleased to announce the appointment of Garth 
Coffey as the manager of the National Band.

Garth was raised in a Salvation Army family 
and therefore was exposed to the delights of 
brass banding at an early age. Initially starting 
on the cornet, he progressed to, then settled 
on, the tenor horn in his teenage years. Since 
1995 Garth has participated in contesting 
having played in several bands in Auckland, 
Christchurch, Wellington and the Manawatu. 
He has quite a record with these bands, having been a member of the 
New Zealand Champion A Grade Band on seven occasions plus winning 
the Australian A Grade Championship once. Garth was the tour manager 
and a playing member of Wellington Brass during its trip to the British 
Open in 2016. He then retired from playing in 2017 but is coming out of 
retirement to play for a C Grade band at the national in Hamilton.

Away from banding Garth is a career Police Officer holding the rank of 
sergeant and has been a Senior Police prosecutor for the past 17 years 
working in various courts around the country and overseas.

When asked about his vision for the National Band Garth said, “I will 
work hard to ensure the National Band remains as the pinnacle of brass 
banding for New Zealand players and the flagship of our brass band 
movement. I also will ensure the National Band re-engages with the brass 
band movement at a local level and, with the hard work of the players in 
the band, transform it into an elite arts group that is instantly recognised 
both domestically and internationally as a high-performance musical 
group.”

Wanting to buy
A front-action four valve Eb Bass 

Please contact Geoff Oswald at goswald@xtra.co.nz

Calling all young brass 
and percussion players!
Applications are now open for the 2020 
National Youth Brass Band. The application 
form and audition requirements can 
be found via this link https://www.
dropbox.com/sh/a1z0yt5brt3s8pr/
AACVAgXyaiUNMkCCD4nSDrjDa?dl=0

Musical Director Alan Spence and Assistant MD Tyme Marsters are 
very much looking forward to reviewing the auditions from our talented 
young brass and percussion players.  The course will be held from 18 
to 26 January 2020, and will initially be based in Christchurch, with 
the band dispersing from Invercargill on Sunday 26 January.  We look 
forward to providing you with more details of the course as they are 
confirmed over the coming weeks.

We are delighted to announce that the guest soloist for the course will be 
Byron ‘Buzz’ Newton, who will also tutor the euphoniums and baritones.  
The other section tutors are Anthony Smith, Tyme Marsters, Andrew 
Yorkstone, John Mason and Cameron Lee.

Applications close on Saturday 3 August, and all application forms, 
auditions and other paperwork must be submitted by this date.  A 
reminder that players must be registered with a BBANZ-affiliated band 
and under the age of 23 at the start of the course to qualify for the NYBB.  
For any questions about the application or audition process or the course 
more generally, please contact the Band Manager, Emily Richards, at 
nybb2020@gmail.com

http://www.greydoormusic.com
mailto:goswald@xtra.co.nz
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/a1z0yt5brt3s8pr/AACVAgXyaiUNMkCCD4nSDrjDa?dl=
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/a1z0yt5brt3s8pr/AACVAgXyaiUNMkCCD4nSDrjDa?dl=
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/a1z0yt5brt3s8pr/AACVAgXyaiUNMkCCD4nSDrjDa?dl=
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Matamata Festival
The Matamata Festival of Music, an annual event organised by the Matamata 
Brass Band, has a long and evolving history. In the late 1940s, Joseph Pohlen, a 
significant benefactor of the Matamata community at the time, donated a cup 
to be contested by brass bands in the wider Waikato region. For many years the 
Pohlen Cup was a drawcard for many bands to gather but as the number of town 
brass bands declined the committee of Matamata Brass decided to open the 
festival to concert bands. This gave the festival a new lease on life. Since 2006 the 
festival has been supported by a variety of bands from the Waikato and Auckland 
regions, and this year from as far as Hawkes Bay.

With several youth and developing bands attending, there is an emphasis on 
improving skills and presenting a variety of musical styles. The adjudicator tends 
to make constructive rather than critical comments – the theme is enjoyment 
as well as giving a top performance for that band. The contest rules are less 
restrictive than in many competitions enabling bands to compete who otherwise 
would not be able to. Many a player has performed their first solo at the festival 
in its supportive atmosphere.

This year was no different. There was a real mixture of school, beginner, small 
and large bands. A continuing and very noticeable trend is young brass band 
musicians appearing in concert or wind bands, some in more than one band and 
often playing non-brass instruments.

The Adjudicator Barry Cullen awarded each band a Gold, Silver or Bronze 
certificate based on their performance. Trophies were also awarded to the top 
Senior and Junior solo players for best technical performance and one for the 
adjudicator’s choice of the most popular presentation. Shearer’s Musicworks of 
Hamilton was again the major sponsor of the Festival. Our thanks also go to 
Matamata Rotary for all their efforts in support of the festival; without their help 
the event could not have gone so smoothly.

This year Matamata Brass tried a new venue to host the Festival – Matamata 
Intermediate School. Later in the year, this will be the venue for the Waikato/Bay 
of Plenty Regional competitions.

Thirteen bands attended the festival! It was a great day of music with up to 65 
members on stage!

Contest Preview
Thirty-one bands are tuning up ready to compete at the 2019 
National Championships in Hamilton This is the largest number 
of bands to attend a national contest since 2008. Eleven bands 
will contest the A Grade including defending champions 
Wellington Brass under the baton of David Bremner. As always 
there will be stiff competition from local rivals and for the first 
time a band from the USA, Chicago Brass.

The B Grade is also a large and international event with ten 
bands competing including Boroondara Brass from Victoria, 
Australia and Kaikorai Metropolitan Brass at its first national 
contest since 2014. Brass Whanganui is returning to defend its 
title but will face healthy competition from Nelson City Brass in 
its second year in this grade as well as from its traditional rivals.

The C Grade competition is mostly a local affair with the 
majority of bands coming from Waikato and Auckland. Hoping 
to unsettle the locals is Feilding Brass travelling from the 
Manawatu to its first national contest since 2013.

Four bands from Waikato and Auckland will compete in the D 
Grade. This year sees our newest BBANZ member band, North 
Shore Brass Academy, compete at its first national contest. And 
showing just how strong the North Shore Brass organisation is, 
Takapuna Youth Brass will also attend the contest to compete in 
the Youth Grade.

The contest events will get underway with the Junior Solos and 
Open Ensembles from 10.30am on Wednesday 12 July, all under 
one roof at the Claudelands Event Centre. A highlight of the first 
day of competition will be the Junior Champion of Champions 
in the late afternoon, which is a free event. Later that evening, 
the audience will be treated to beautiful melody playing at the 
Invitation Slow Melody. The performers in this year’s event are 
Steven Booth, Lachlan Spence, Luke Christensen, Mason Elliot, 
Phil Johnston and Byron Newton, as well as the winner and 
place-getters from the 2018 event, Jaime Rolfe, Chris Lawrence 
and Murray Borthwick. There is one more spot up for grabs in 
this prestigious event. It will go to the winner of the Open Slow 
Melody event held earlier in the day.

The Open solo and Junior ensemble events will get underway at 
9.30am on Thursday and conclude that evening with the Open 
Champion of Champions.

Friday sees the Sacred/Reflective Item and Test Selection events 
on in the Claudelands Events Centre and Southwell School. 
Due to a large number of entries and for logistical ease the B 
Grade bands will perform at the Southwell School, which offers 
a fantastic auditorium previously used by the Waikato BOP 
Association for its district contest. The C Grade contest will 
be held at the Claudelands Event Centre prior to the A Grade 
events.

The foyer of Claudelands Event Centre will be given over to 
trade stands so there will be plenty of shiny new instruments 
and accessories to keep everyone interested between bands.

As well as giving their best on stage, on the Friday bands will 
also be putting their best foot forward in the Parade of Bands 
along the streets of central Hamilton.

The competition events culminate on Saturday with bands from 
all grades performing their Own Choice selection, and the 
results are announced. The Championships conclude on Sunday 
14 July with a concert event Brass In Concert from 1.00pm 
featuring Chicago Brass Band, Hamilton City Brass and guest 
soloists.

The Contest Committee and I are looking forward to bringing 
you a great contest, but if you can’t make it there, you can watch 
the band events on live streaming at www.brassbanned.com 
hosted by the inimitable and energetic Tim Kelly.

Helen Lee - Contest ManagerThe North Shore Junior Symphonic Wind Band

The Eastern Stars Youth Band from Pakuranga

http://www.brassbanned.com
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Meet the Adjudicators
We are glad to welcome our chief 
adjudicator Dr Luc Vertommen from 
Belgium, making his first visit to New 
Zealand.

Dr Luc Vertommen was born in Leest 
(Mechelen) where he made his first 
acquaintance with (wind) music through 
the local fanfare band. He studied cornet, 
music theory and piano at the music 
academies in Mechelen and Willebroek. 
Further musical studies resulted in a triple 
diploma in trumpet, music history and 
band conducting at the Lemmensinstitute 
in Louvain. He also obtained a first prize in 
chamber music at the Royal Conservatory 
in Brussels, a master’s degree in conducting 
and Doctor of Musical Arts (2011) at 
Salford University, Manchester, (UK). He 
has immersed himself full-time in the world 
of band music as a brass teacher, player, 
conductor, arranger and writer.

Dr Vertommen conducts Brass Band 
Buizingen (Belgium), Brass Band Nord-pas 
de Calais (France) and is head of the music 
school in Deurne (Antwerp). He can be 
heard on more than 25 highly acclaimed CD 
recordings and is editor and artistic director 
of Band Press VOF. He regularly is invited 
to conduct or adjudicate around Europe 
and obtained the International Buma Brass 
Award 2014 for his international work 
within the band movement.

His interest in the past and band history 
resulted in a series of books and CD 
recordings. For this Anthology of Flemish 
Band Music, he received the Fugue-Trophy 
by Sabam (the Belgian Authors’ Right 
Association) in 2011. He unearthed many 
pages and hours of original music by Belgian 
composers and his interest in the future 
is shown in his collaboration with many 
contemporary composers. At the moment 
he is completing a doctorate at Brussels 
Conservatoire about unearthing the original 
repertoire of the synthétists for wind band.

As an arranger, some of his arrangements 
(especially those made for fanfare band and 
brass band) are performed worldwide.

Our Assistant Chief Adjudicator is no 
stranger to the New Zealand banding scene. 
Raised in Feilding, Major Graham Hickman 
learned to play the cornet with the Feilding 
Municipal Band. While at high school he 
joined Wanganui City Brass and the RNZAF 
Base Ohakea Band as a territorial musician.

Graham enlisted into the New Zealand 
Army Band in 1985 and was posted to the 
1st Battalion Royal New Zealand Infantry 
Regiment Band in Singapore from 1986 
to 1988. In 1992 he was appointed Senior 
Instructor of the New Zealand Army 
Band School of Music, and in 1999 he was 
appointed Bandmaster of the New Zealand 

Army Band. He held the position for five 
years before being appointed as the unit’s 
Administration Officer. In 2009 Graham 
was commissioned and in 2010 appointed 
as the New Zealand Army Band’s Director 
of Music.

As a performer, Graham has a rich and 
diverse musical background. Having won 
national titles on both cornet and flugel 
horn he has also performed with groups 
as varied as the New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra, the Victoria Big Band and the 
National Band of New Zealand. He has 
toured extensively with various musical 
organisations within New Zealand and 
internationally.

A talented and accomplished conductor, 
Graham has conducted a wide variety of 
ensembles including brass bands, orchestras, 
jazz bands, choirs and concert bands. 
Highlights include three years as the Musical 
Director of the National Youth Brass Band 
of New Zealand and eight years as the 
Musical Director of Christchurch’s Woolston 
Brass.

Graham is a Fellow of the Trinity College 
of Music, London and holds diplomas in 
performance, teaching and management. 
As an Associate of the Institute of Registered 
Music Teachers, Graham has tutored and 
adjudicated nationally and internationally. 
In 2017 Graham was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Decoration for 
services to the New Zealand Defence Force 
and brass bands in the New Year Honours 
List.

Soloists, bands and their conductors often 
wonder what the adjudicator is listening for, 
so we asked them.

Dr Vertommen has prepared a paper on this 
subject from which these extracts are taken. 
“Everybody is constantly judging in daily 
life, but a good adjudicator should be much 
more than a good judge.

“The adjudicator that decides the winner 
of a competition needs to show the highest 
respect for all competitors. Respect not only 
for the musical performances of all bands 
on stages but above all for their efforts spent 
during numerous hours of rehearsal time 
prior to a brass band competition.

“In no other art form is it possible (or even 
allowed) to have the luxury of spending 
almost endless hours of rehearsal time on 
twenty minutes of music. All adjudicators 
should respect this by 
• trying to get the best ranking for all these 
bands 
• writing written comments to give the 
bands a learning experience so they 
can improve themselves for their next 
performance 
• preparing themselves very well

“The purpose of a band contest or a student 
performance during an exam is to allow 
them to show their acquired knowledge, 
skills and comprehension. Bands must 
be able to execute their programme 
meticulously, with technical fluency and 
musical awareness. In most competitions, 
they are tested and assessed according to the 
following four fundamental criteria:

1. Notes: pitch and intonation 
Accuracy, correct pitch and correct 
intonation.

2. Rhythm and ensemble + tempo 
Accuracy and technical control and 
coordination needed to play the correct 
rhythms, a smooth performance without 
interruption or hesitation, maintaining 
the chosen tempi.

3. Dynamics, articulation – style and 
character 
The musical character stems from the 
imaginative application of the technical 
achievements in such a way that they 
convey the style and character of a work 
in a lively way. The sense of being on stage 
requires a commitment to the music. If 
played without the necessary style and 
commitment, music doesn’t come to 
life and is limited to a technical exercise 
without true meaning. Control and play 
with the contrasting nine dynamics.

4. Colour and band sound. 
The ability to produce a clear, focused 
and full sound where needed, the 
appropriate use of vibrato and rubato 
when needed are extras that can enrich 
the performance.

“A good adjudicator bases his verdict on 
a broad view of these various musical 
parameters.”

Graham Hickman summed up his 
approach to adjudicating, “In general I 
appreciate tuneful, sonorous, well balanced, 
rhythmically accurate ensemble, with 
musical phrasing that is relatively faithful 
to the composer’s tempo and stylistic 
indications.”

“Please enjoy the musical journey preparing 
for your performances – I’m looking 
forward to hearing them all.”
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Applications are called for from suitably experienced musical directors who wish to 
lead our outstanding young musicians during their annual training course and concert 
tour to be held during the school holidays in October 2021 and 2022.

To apply, please send a current CV outlining your musical training and experience 
along with a covering letter to the Executive Officer bbanzeo@gmail.com before 
Wednesday 31 September 2019.

Applications are called for from organisations wishing to host the 2022 National 
Championships in the lower half of the South Island. Please contact Helen at the 
BBANZ office to discuss your application and a request for an application form. 
Applications close on Saturday 31 August 2019 and will be voted on at the AGM in 
November.

The management committee is seeking test pieces for all band grades for the 2020 
National Contest. Composers are invited to submit recent works for consideration 
with a preference given to works by NZ composers. Works should be written for usual 
brass band instrumentation. Please forward completed works to bbanzeo@gmail.com 
by 1 October 2019.

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band 
Musical Director

Calling Composers

2022 National Championships

Musical Director
Applications are invited from experienced and enthusiastic musicians to 
lead the continued development of Marlborough District Brass and First 

Class Brass from January 2020. Candidates should have appropriate musical 
knowledge and performance experience, great leadership and people 

skills, and a passion for developing brass music in Marlborough. Previous 
conducting experience preferred but not essential.

Marlborough District Brass is an active provincial band with a busy 
local performance schedule and a regular contesting regime. We enjoy 

favourable support from local audiences, businesses, and the Marlborough 
District Council. Remuneration and possible supplementary employment 

opportunities/requirements will be discussed 
with prospective candidates as appropriate.

Direct all enquiries and applications to the band chairman, Brian Nicholas, 
phone 027 220 1711, or email chair@marlboroughbrass.nz. 

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band: 
P Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity), J Aldridge, 
G Coomer, T and B Cudby, D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, RA Hancock, JB and NC 
Hollick, DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, JR McGough, O Melhuish, D Miller, 
G and C Moseley, NZ Army Band, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, J and R Sullivan, 
The Estate of Joan Norma Morris, TrumpetGuy.co.nz.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please 
contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at 
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP, 
Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, 
Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen, Rodney Sutton MBE 
JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ 
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie, 
Graham Dick, J Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, EJ Gohns, 
T Goodall, Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C 
Kendall, JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H 
Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, 
P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

 BBANZ – Directory
Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640 
Website: www.brassbanz.org

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com 
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President 
John Sullivan, Auckland 
john@brassbanz.org.nz 
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President 
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane 
stephen@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 196 3238

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Sariah Ratford, Napier 
sariah@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 723 3740

Director of Education

David Bremner, Wellington 
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier 
murray@brassbanz.org.nz 
H: 06 844 1120 
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: Alan Spence, Whakatane  
Manager: Emily Richards 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz 
M: 027 723 3740

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth 
Manager: Jo Doyle 
nzssbb2019@gmail.com 
027 454 9632

2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July 
Contact person: Malcolm Barr 
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz

2020 National Contest in Christchurch 8 to 12 July 
Contact person: Stephen Leader 
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

2021 National Contest in Wellington 7 to 11 July 
Contact person: Mike Sander 
mtsander007@gmail.com

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:chair@marlboroughbrass.nz
http://www.brassbanz.org/friends
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:john@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:grant@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:stephen@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:brian@brassbanz.org.nz
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http://www.drtoot.com
http://www.abi.co.nz
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