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New Life Member
At the recent Annual General Meeting, Evan Sayer, a long-serving and dedicated 
member of the banding fraternity, was unanimously elected as a Life Member of 
the Brass Band Association of New Zealand. Former President Dianne Smeehuyzen 
supported the nomination with the following precis of Evan’s contribution to the 
Brass Band Association:

“When I was asked to speak about this most deserving member I accepted with 
alacrity. However it soon became apparent that having only known the person for 
13 years, when they have been part of the brass band world in excess of 50 years, 
it is very difficult to source information and to keep this a secret. You will have to 
excuse the precis covering 13 years, however the work this person has achieved in 
13 years is quite phenomenal. The person I am referring to is our current President 
Evan Sayer.

“I first met Evan in 2005 when he joined the National Management Committee as 
a newly elected member. Generally during your first year you take a less active role 
however this was not the case with Evan. I remember Evan as someone who voiced 
his opinion very quickly which led to good debate (I smile as I remember how the 
president at this time, Kevin Dell, would often intervene concluding the debate.) 
But looking back it was a testament to Evan in making sure he put his point of view 
across and standing up for the values and principles he believed in.

“At the time Evan was very involved at provincial level with Wellington District 
Association as treasurer and contest coordinator. I also know he is a playing 
member of Upper Hutt Brass as he has been for 55 years. He has also taken an 
active role on the band’s committee. When Evan became the President of BBANZ 
he was the current President of the Upper Hutt band. How he achieved both roles is 
beyond belief.

“Upon joining the management committee of BBANZ Evan quickly saw that our 
youth activities required some stability, for there was a time when excellence was 
not determined by best playing. Evan, along with Rob Wilson, was determined to 
change the culture of the National Youth Band to one of excellence in playing, and 
this was achieved. It was also a time when we were not well supported by national 
and local funders and at least two of our Youth Bands would not have existed if it 
were not for the financial support of Evan.

“As the vice president Evan was a person the president could rely on. He was 
available for advice, discussion and as a support person. Evan and wife Lorraine 
opened their home and offered hospitality to anyone who require a bed. He is also 
known to give up his Mercedes for band use. Throughout this time he has also been 
the treasurer of the NZ Association of Radio Transmitters (Amateur Radio).

“Evan has also had personal losses in his family during his time on the management 
committee but he continued to be professional and commit to his duties.

“In recent times Evan has devoted a lot of time and finance to his new project, Oral 
History, travelling around the country with Kevin Dell interviewing a number 
of our elder statesmen, a role he will continue to have on retiring as president. In 
regard to travelling, Evan has travelled around the world and in New Zealand with 
our representative bands at his own expense.

“Another aspect of Evan is his business acumen and accounting. The management 
committee receives detailed accounts; however, reading these reports and making 
sense of our finances is not something we all have the ability to do. Evan walked 
us through the finances at our meetings - something I appreciated. His skills and 
experience also enabled Evan to initiate work on our membership database which I 
hope he will continue.”

From all of us - thank you Evan for your selfless and valued contribution to our 
Association.

In this cracker issue we:
• Report on commemoration at Le Quesnoy,
• Have news from Bras and Brass
• Summarize the AGM,
• And farewell a banding stalwart.
Thank you to all those who have contributed articles 
and photographs to The Mouthpiece throughout 
the year. Your input ensures we have a vibrant and 
interesting magazine worth reading. A big vote of 
thanks to Rhys McDonnell, JP Musical Instruments 
and Brass Direct for sponsoring The Mouthpiece. Thank 
you also to our regular advertisers: Dr Toot, Music 
Works and ABI Music. Without the support of these 
music industry businesses we could not continue to 
produce The Mouthpiece.

Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday.

Happy banding!

Helen

http://www.musicways.co.nz
mailto:info@musicways.co.nz
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A Note from our President
I would like to 
begin my first 
President’s Column 
by saying what an 
honour it is to be 
appointed to this 
position. Evan 
Sayer is a hard act 
to follow and it is 
most appropriate 
that his hard work 

and many sacrifices have been recognised 
with Life Membership of the Brass Band 
Association. Congratulations Evan, well 
deserved, it has been a real privilege 
to have worked under your leadership. 
Congratulations also to Grant Langdon on 
his appointment as your new Vice President 
and to Emily Richards, Sariah Ratford, 
Stephen Clayton and Brian Nicholas, a 
talented group who will all play key roles 
in helping to steer the ship for the next 12 
months at least.   

I am told that it is “standard procedure” to 
introduce myself and my background in 
brass bands so here goes.

I was first introduced to brass with an old 
cornet belonging to my father, which used 
to lie in the bottom of a hall cupboard. After 
numerous attempts to get a half-decent 
sound from this instrument I was taken to 
the learners’ group at Takapuna City Silver 

Band bandrooms. Forty-two years later I am 
still turning up twice a week to rehearsals 
with the now North Shore Brass in an 
attempt to one day achieve a sound people 
want to listen to. 

Under the guidance of Jack McDonnell 
and then Gilbert Morrison I was extremely 
fortunate to have wonderful tuition which 
led to selection for the National Youth Band 
in 1982 and then through to 1987. My solo 
career peaked in 1984, yes I know well before 
a lot of you were born, when I managed 
to win the Junior Championship Cornet. 
Another real highlight for me was being part 
of the 1995, 2005, 2014 and 2017 National 
Bands of New Zealand, particularly the latest 
band that finished runners-up at the World 
Brass Band Championships in Kerkrade. I 
guess my involvement in these bands is a key 
reason I remain a firm believer in the critical 
role our representative bands play in both 
showcasing our movement and inspiring our 
talented youth. 

Just as important of course is the part each 
local band plays in keeping our wonderful 
hobby alive and well. What I have noted 
through my years of involvement is that 
bands typically survive through the 
hard work of a dedicated small group of 
individuals; a mix of players, trainers, 
conductors and administrators. I am 
therefore most proud of being a Life Member 

of my local band, North Shore Brass. My 
journey with BBANZ began in 2010 when I 
was elected onto the National Management 
Committee, serving most recently as Vice 
President.

Outside banding I hold a Bachelor of 
Engineering degree from Auckland 
University and I’m Managing Director of 
Custom Controls Ltd, a medium-sized 
engineering company with offices in 
Auckland, New Plymouth and Christchurch. 
I am supported by my long-suffering wife 
Rachel, son Ben and daughters Emily and 
April.  

Now that is out of the way I promise that 
future columns will be more interesting 
as I attempt to outline my thoughts on the 
challenges, strengths and possible directions 
for brass banding in New Zealand. My 
contact details along with those belonging 
to the other committee members are always 
listed in this magazine so please don’t 
hesitate to send us a message if you have 
thoughts and ideas you wish to share.   

Yours in banding. 

John Sullivan 
President, 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

Awards and Farewells
Ties and Pearls were the theme for the recent Devon Hotel New 
Plymouth Brass Annual Awards evening. Six seasoned campaigners 
received BBANZ Service Awards. With a total of 250 years between them 
they bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to our band family.

A highlight of the evening was the presentation of Life Membership to 
two banding stalwarts - Marge Martin, at 96 our oldest recipient to date, 
and a little younger Linda Warren from our front row cornet rank.

The evening was however tinged with sadness as the band officially 
farewelled Leigh and Morrine Martin who have moved to live in 
Ashburton for work and to be nearer their family. Their leadership and 
dedication to our band has been second to none and the support and 
friendship they gave to all our members will be missed. However, with 
their obvious love of banding it is unlikely they will be silent for long. We 
are sure New Plymouth’s loss will be the South Island’s gain.

New Life Members Linda Warren and Marge Martin. Band President Kinsley Sampson (centre) farewells Morrine and Leigh Martin. 

BBANZ Long Service awards were received by Neil Overton 30 years, Rod 
Greensill 40 years, Leigh Martin 45 years, Barrie Stening 40 years, Ken 
Austin 55 years and Kinsley Sampson 50 years.
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In the Pink
Hello from all of us at Bras and Brass, “The Pink Ladies,” who have been raising 
funds for the Breast Cancer Foundation of New Zealand. The first year has been 
all about ‘finding our feet’ and establishing a foundation for the band’s future. 
The establishment of the band would not have been possible without the support 
of Verity Doak from Lower Hutt, Rhys McDonnell of Brass Direct and Paula 
Boulcott of House of Oom, so a big thank you to them. And of course the interest 
and enthusiasm of the players who came on board as members of the band and 
performed in the concerts was also vital.

We are pleased to advise that in our first year we were able to pay a donation of 
$3,790.00 to the Breast Cancer Foundation of New Zealand. This included 
proceeds from our Wellington concert, donations from the audience in Blenheim, 
and proceeds from merchandise sales through the House of Oom. We thank 
everyone for their support and donations. We were not really expecting to be able 
to donate more than $3,500 due to start-up costs, so to slightly exceed that goal 
is a great start. Next year and in years to come we hope to increase the annual 
donations.

Our player membership is now at 38. We know that not everyone will be available 
for all dates each year so it is important that we have a large player base to draw 
from. We still need more players, especially a couple more Eb or BBb bass players 
so please contact us. The band is a lot of fun to be a part of so please come and 
join us.

We are pleased to announce that Sarah Robertson from Hamilton has 
enthusiastically agreed to be our Musical Director next year. Sarah is a very 
talented conductor having taking Te Awamutu Brass Band to a C-Grade win at 
the Auckland Bands Association contest in 2017 and a podium finish at the 2018 
Nationals and the 2018 Waikato Bay of Plenty contest. Sarah is really pleased to 
come on board and excited to see where the journey takes us.

Sshhmutes has come on board selling a special edition range of their mutes with 
pink trim. We thank Betty and Trevor Bremner for this wonderful initiative and 
we hope that sales are well supported.

Planning is already underway for 2019 and we hope to confirm early in the 
New Year where and when the concerts will be. We are planning on having two 
rehearsal weekends and concerts with the first one in early May.

The goal of the band is to raise awareness and funds for the Breast Cancer 
Foundation of New Zealand, to make music and to have as much fun as possible 
along the way. The camaraderie within the band is extremely strong and the goal is 
to keep this momentum going and ensure our journey to support Breast Cancer is 
a long and very satisfying one. We would like to thank all of the players for giving 
their time so generously. The management team of Mike Sander, Marie Rockell, 
Julie Anne Garnons-Williams and Jean and Mark North have worked hard to 
get the band up and running and the team is staying on to see the band well 
established. And we thank David Bremner for injecting his talent, enthusiasm and 
sense of fun that has created an environment for the band which makes everyone 
want to be a part of it.

Thank you for your support, and please have a very safe and “pink” Christmas and 
New Year from all of us at Bras and Brass. 

Congratulations
The management Committee of BBANZ is pleased 
to announce that Alan Spence of Whakatane has 
been appointed the Musical Director of the National 
Youth Brass Band for a three-year period from 2020. 
Alan is renowned for his ability to not only teach 
and train young musicians but to mould them into 
an exceptional ensemble, as he has done with very 
successful Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass. Alan has 
appointed Tyme Marsters as the Assistant Musical 
Director.

Following a very successful period with the National 
Secondary School’s Brass Band, Emily Richards 
has been appointed as the manager of the National 
Youth Brass Band from 2020. John Mason will be the 
Assistant Manager.

Congratulations also to Jo Doyle on her appointment as 
the Manager of the National Secondary Schools’ Brass 
Band. Jo plays for Alpine Energy Timaru Brass and 
has a great deal of administration and organisational 
experience through her employment and committee 
work. Jo joins Musical Director Leigh Martin to plan 
the programme for the 2019 NSSBB.

Alan Spence QSM
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What’s On?
Sunday 2 December 
Christmas Cabaret with North Shore Brass 
& Academy Band, 2.30pm at the Spencer on 
Byron Hotel ball room, Takapuna.
Christmas Encounters with Te Awamutu 
Brass and the Hamilton City Salvation 
Army Brass Band, 2.00pm at The Te 
Awamutu Intermediate Hall, Hazelmere 
Crescent. The bands are joining together 
once again to bring you a variety of 
Christmas tunes both traditional and 
modern. Tickets $15 adults/$5 students.

Thursday 6 December
Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage 
Brass at Maygrove Village, 2.00pm at 65 
Tauranga Place, Orewa

Sunday 9 December 
Woolston Family Christmas Concert, 
3.00pm at Christchurch Boys’ High School 
auditorium. Performances by all three 
Woolston bands.

Thursday 13 December 
Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage 
Brass at Hibiscus Coast Village, 4.00pm at 
101 Red Beach Road, Red Beach.

Sunday 16 December 
Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage 
Brass at Orewa Community Church, 
10.00am at Amorino Drive, Orewa.

Wednesday 19 December 

Brass in Class holiday programme 
organised by the Auckland Bands 
Association and North Shore Brass and led 
by David Bremner. At the North Shore Band 
Room from 8.30am. For more information 
contact ABA president Owen Melhuish 
Owen.Melhuish@westpac.co.nz

2019

Friday 18 to Monday 28 January 
2019 National Youth Brass Band training 
course in Hamilton then concert tour of 
Queensland, Australia.

Sunday 20 January 
2019 National Youth Brass Band in concert, 
5.00pm at the Dr John Gallagher Concert 
Chamber, Gate 2B, Knighton Rd, University 
of Waikato, Hamilton.

Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 April 
Otago Southland District Band Association 
solo and band contest hosted by Roxburgh 
Pioneer Energy Brass in Roxburgh.

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 May 
CPBBB Youth band camp at Living Springs, 
Governors Bay, Banks Peninsula.

Friday 17 to Sunday 19 May 
Otago Southland band camp at Pounawea 
Convention Centre, The Catlins.

Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 May 
Nelson Marlborough West Coast Band 

Association solo and band contest in Nelson.

Sunday 26 May 
Auckland Bands Association solo contest.

Sunday 16 June 
Wellington District Bands Association solo 
contest.

Saturday 31 August and Sunday 1 
September 
Central Districts Bands Association solo 
and band contest in Palmerston North.

Sunday 8 September 
Wellington District Bands Association band 
contest.

Sunday 22 September 
Auckland Bands Association band contest at 
Hawkins Centre, Papakura.

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 September 
Waikato Bay of Plenty Bands Association 
band and solo contest in Matamata (TBC)

Friday 25 to Sunday 27 October 
Westport Municipal Band – celebrating 
150 years. Register your interest at email: 
2019wmb150@gmail.com or Facebook: 
WMB150

** Any activities happening in your 
community next year? Let people know by 
sending details to the editor at 
bbanzeo@gmail.com

NSSBB to Expand
Following discussions with the Director of Education, a new format for the National Secondary 
Schools’ Brass Band was proposed, which would be implemented from 2020 onwards. At the 
AGM in Wellington, this new format was presented to District Associations and bands, and 
there was a good discussion about the proposal along with wide support for the concept.

Under the current format, the NSSBB is held in a different location on an annual basis, and has 
been based in various centres in both the North and South Islands. The band is selected through 
an audition process, and there are generally some applicants who are unsuccessful, although the 
NSSBB has tended to be larger than a standard-sized band.

In order to encourage a wider range of participation in youth bands from eligible players, the 
new format will be a two-year cycle, with separate North Island and South Island bands being 
held the first year, and the full NSSBB held during the second year. The full NSSBB will remain as 
a week-long course during the October school holidays with two (or more) concerts. The plan is 
for the North Island and South Island courses to be slightly shorter being held from Wednesday 
to Sunday during consecutive weeks of the October school holiday with one concert by each 
band. In general, players must participate in the North Island/South Island band to be eligible to 
apply for the full NSSBB, but there will be flexibility for situations where this is not possible.

We believe that this approach will encourage participation by a greater number of students 
during the years of the separate North Island/South Island bands. Band management and the 
Director of Education would work with bands and schools around the country to promote the 
bands and encourage players to apply.

Now the proposal has been endorsed by District Associations and bands, the next step will be 
to work through the details of the new format, including the application and selection process 
for the North Island/South Island bands and full NSSBB, and the engagement programme with 
bands and schools prior to the first North Island/South Island band in 2020. Watch this space!

Moving to Wellington for study 
or work opportunities in 2019?

Then why not join our band? 
Trust Porirua City Brass is a progressive 

B Grade band.
We are a fun bunch of people who 

enjoy contesting and performing in 
our community and we currently have 

opportunities available 
in most sections of the band.

Porirua is not far from Wellington city, 
just a 20-minute car ride 

or you can hop on a train.
We’d love to have you as part of our band 

during your time in Wellington.
Contact us tpcb.manager@gmail.com or 

on Facebook @TrustPoriruaCityBrass

mailto:Owen.Melhuish@westpac.co.nz
mailto:2019wmb150@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:tpcb.manager@gmail.com
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Le Quesnoy Commemorated
Le Quesnoy, a relatively small town in France, had been held by Germans for 
almost the entire First World War. However on 4 November 1918, a week before 
the war ended, New Zealand troops captured the town and set the residents 
free. The troops chose to surround the town by scaling the ancient walls with a 
ladder instead of going in and attacking, thereby saving the town and lives of the 
French, after which they took the Germans as prisoners. This was New Zealand’s 
last major action in the war but just one of the many campaigns New Zealand 
fought on the Western Front. Six members of the New Zealand Army Band were 
lucky enough to be selected as part of a tri-service contingent to go to France to 
commemorate this special event.

Major Graham Hickman, Lance Corporal Bryce Fairweather, Privates Cameron 
Burnett, David Froom, Hayden Cullen, and I headed to Auckland on 24 October 
for Pre-Deployment Training before flying to France. We were joined by four 
members of the Royal New Zealand Air Force Band and three from the Royal 
New Zealand Navy Band as part of a 44-member contingent. We had a very swift 
two days of training where we got to know the contingent, had Haka and Waiata 
practises, band practise and multiple briefings as well as a history lesson.

After a rather complicated trip from Auckland (lost luggage including uniforms, 
cancelled flights etc) we arrived in Paris, France for an overnight stay. There 
we had a tour of the Army Museum before driving two hours north to our 
accommodation in Valenciennes. On our first morning there we woke up to snow. 
That afternoon we went for our first visit to the memorial site in Le Quesnoy 
about a 20-minute drive from our accommodation. When we arrived in Le 
Quesnoy we were blown away by all the New Zealand flags, signs and general 
excited energy of the town to have us there.

In between the days of rehearsals we had a day of touring the area with military 
historian Christopher Pugsley as our guide. This really set the scene for us and 
made us really understand and appreciate what we were here to commemorate. 
We conducted a small ceremony called Fifty Telegrams on 1 November, All Saints 
Day. It was a special act of remembrance for 50 New Zealand soldiers buried in 
the Le Quesnoy Communal Cemetery Extension. Each member of the contingent 
read out the details of the soldier whose grave they were standing in front of.

On 4 November we took part in two services, the National Commemorative 
Service in the morning and the Last Post Ceremony. We played pre-service 
music and music throughout as well as music while people placed tributes at the 
memorial. As the memorial site was quite small, the ceremonies were broadcast 
at a special screening area as well as other places around the town. Hayden Cullen 
did a great job of the Last Post in the evening, an event made extra special by 
some of his family members being in the audience. The next morning we drove 
to Brussels where we were to spend our last day as a contingent and followed 
the instructions of our Brussels-based contingent administration to try loads of 
chocolate, and chips and mayo!

All three of the services were special and different and definitely something that 
will stay with me forever. I feel very lucky to have had the opportunity to have 
been a part of this contingent especially as I recently discovered that my grant-
grandfather, Robert D Lee served in France and Belgium in WW1.

Pte G Hoy

AGM Summary
The 86th Annual General Meeting of the Association 
was attended by 32 delegates and Life Members, 
making this the smallest meeting since 2007. The 
annual report by the president Evan Sayer thoroughly 
covered the Association’s activities for the year. The 
financial accounts presented by treasurer Murray 
Warrington showed a better-than-budgeted surplus 
for the year. This is due to the continued reduction in 
expenses, good results from grant applications and very 
good return from the Blenheim Contest Committee.

Thank you to the Wellington District Association and 
Brass Whanganui and Partners for their applications 
to host the 2021 National Contest. A vote by delegates 
awarded the contest to Wellington – 16 votes to 12. The 
Ministry of Education has not yet released the term 
dates for 2021 therefore the provisional contest dates 
are Wednesday 7 to Sunday 11 July.

The Contest Manager announced that the adjudicators 
for the 2019 contest will be Dr. Luc Vertommen 
from Belgium and Major Graham Hickman from 
Christchurch.

The result of the remits were:

Remit 1 regarding supplied percussion, Contest 
Regulation 13.5 – LOST

Remit 2 regarding Eligibility for Solo Events (11.1.a) 
was passed meaning requests for exemption will not 
considered from an individual for a second consecutive 
year.

Remit 3 regarding Eligibility for Band Events (9.5) was 
passed meaning bands can now start at any District 
Association Band contest to be entitled to enter a 
National Contest.

Remit 4 regarding contest trophies, Contest Regulation 
25.7 - LOST

Remit 5 regarding Election of Management Committee 
(11.2) was amended and passed to read:

All positions on the National Management Committee 
are a two year tenure, but members may be re-elected 
for subsequent terms of two years.

The President and two committee members’ tenure 
expire on even number years; the Vice-President and 
the remaining two committee member’s tenure expire 
on odd numbered years.

If a member retires within the two year cycle, the 
replacement member will complete the existing term of 
the member being replaced.

Remit 6 regarding certificates for highest placed 
performers on those instruments in the junior solo 
events was passed.

Remit 7 regarding Membership (5.1.a.i) was passed 
meaning any band which has ten or more brass or 
percussion players may be a member of BBANZ.

Remit 8 regarding live draw, Contest Regulation 18.1 
- LOST

Remit 9 regarding Master’s solo, Contest Regulation 
11.3 - LOST

Thank you to all those who attended and took an active 
part in the AGM. See you all next year.

Helen Lee – Executive Officer 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand
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The Cambridge Brass Band accepted an 
invitation to visit Cambridge’s twin city Le 
Quesnoy, in France, to celebrate the centennial 
of the little northern town’s liberation by the 
New Zealand Division after more than four 
years of German occupation. The liberation 
of the town on 4 November 1918 is possibly 
the most successful operation ever performed 
by New Zealand forces. There was no artillery 
bombardment; the troops resorted to machine 
guns, rifle grenades, floats and ladders. No 
civilians were killed. The town has kept the 
memory of their liberation alive ever since. 
It commemorates Anzac Day, named a street 
after New Zealand, named streets after New 
Zealand icons and some of the soldiers 
involved.

Cambridge Brass Band arrived in Le 
Quesnoy on the first of November to a civic 
reception and lunch. Being well fed was a 
recurring theme of our stay. The next day we 
toured some of the battlefields in Belgium. 
Our principal cornet Doug Rose had been 
entrusted with a 1916 Blackwatch bugle on 
which he played the Last Post at both the New 
Zealand Memorial on Messines Ridge and in 
the New Zealand garden at Passchendaele. 
We visited the Commonwealth cemeteries at 
Messines and Tyne Cot, Passchendaele and 
found ourselves eating dinner at Ypres (Ieper) 
before witnessing the Last Post being played at 
the Menin Gate. Quite a day.

While the band rehearsed the next morning 
some of the non-players walked the town’s 
ramparts. Much of the fortifications are 
seventeenth century and as such designed to 
resist cannon. There are outer ramparts and 
higher inner ramparts with 10 to 14 metre 
high walls. The landscape is both imposing and 
stunning.

The band was invited to a marquee to watch 
the live feed of the main commemorative 
ceremony held at the New Zealand Memorial 
near where the first soldier made it over the 
wall into the town. Space down at the wall was 
at a premium. The band then played at the 
opening of the New Zealand War Memorial 
Museum in Le Quesnoy. Over the next few 
days younger members of the band performed 
at two rest homes and a school where they 
were well received and well fed.

On the final night in Le Quesnoy the band 
combined with Brass Band du Hainaut and 
wind band Harmonie Municipale du Quesnoy 
to perform a concert in Le Quesnoy. The 
Theatre des 3 Chenes seats a little over 300 
and was sold out, not bad for a town of a bit 
over 5000. Each band performed a number of 
pieces before the two brass bands combined 
for Hine e Hine and the premiere of Dwayne 
Bloomfield’s composition The Liberation of Le 
Quesnoy. Thibaut Bruniaux of Brass Band du 
Hainaut conducted Hine e Hine and Dwayne 

his own composition. It was a great way to end 
our memorable stay.

Our thanks go to our hosts for their patience 
with our French language or lack of it, their 
hospitality and above all their friendship.

Richard Lummus

A Trip of a Lifetime

The touring party in front of the New Zealand Memorial 
at Messines Ridge.

School children at Chevray Primary School 
get a lesson in drumming from band 
member, Tess Winter.

A standing ovation for the combined Cambridge and 
Hainaut bands  following the performance of Dwayne 
Bloomfield's “The Liberation of Le Quesnoy”
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The Final Countdown
Final preparations are now under way for the National Youth 
Brass Band concert tour to Australia. It’s been a big year for the 
management team of myself, MD Dave Bremner and Assistant 
Manager Emily Richards. Accommodation and travel is all booked, 
music is being practised at home, and concerts are organised. The 
band is really looking forward to getting together on 18 January in 
Hamilton … the countdown has begun!

The band has one big concert in Hamilton before we go to Australia, 
and it would be fantastic to give them a good send off by filling up 
the Gallagher Concert Chamber at Waikato University. This concert 
is at 5.00pm on Sunday, 20 January. Tickets are already on sale and 
can be booked at https://nz.patronbase.com/_UniversityOfWaikato/
Productions This promises to be the brass band concert of 2019, 
featuring some of New Zealand’s exceptional young soloists including 
Wellington Brass principal cornet Toby Pringle and recent graduate 
from the NZ School of Music, Luke Spence … don’t miss out!

A lot of fundraising has been done to help reduce the cost of the 
tour to the individual players in the band. We have been successful 
in reducing the cost significantly, but it is still costing each player (or 
their parents) quite a large sum of money. There are several ways in 
which you can assist, including sponsorship of individual players, 
becoming a friend of the NYBB, by making a donation, by buying 
our CD, or by simply attending one of our concerts in Hamilton or Queensland. The band really appreciates the support it has received so far 
from the brass band movement. Tours such as this provide an opportunity for the members to enjoy performing at the highest level, and the 
concerts provide outstanding entertainment and inspiration for those in the audience. If you or your organisation would like to contribute, 
please contact me, Mike.Ford@airnz.co.nz or contact BBANZ direct at bbanzeo@gmail.com.

Thanks for your support. We look forward to seeing you at the concert!

Mike Ford, Manager – National Youth Brass Band

http://www.abi.co.nz
https://nz.patronbase.com/_UniversityOfWaikato/Productions
https://nz.patronbase.com/_UniversityOfWaikato/Productions
mailto:Mike.Ford@airnz.co.nz
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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The Youth Today
In this issue management committee member 
Sariah Ratford interviews 18-year-old Kodi 
Rasmussen from Blenheim.

What was your first musical experience?

The first musical experience that I 
remember was when my primary school 
went to the local theatre to watch the 
Marlborough Brass Band play. I was about 
8. It was that that inspired me to learn to
play an instrument. My first public playing 
experience was at a community concert, and 
I played Scott Joplin’s The Entertainer on the 
piano.

Is your family musical as well? Tell us about 
that.

No one is. My family doesn’t really know 
where I got my musical talent from, but 
everyone in my family is super supportive of 
my music.

What was your first musical instrument?

The first instrument I was going to learn was 
going to be either violin or piano. My Mum 
decided she didn’t want to hear me practise 
the violin, so I started learning piano when I 
was 12. It was when I got to college I started 
learning to play the trumpet with Kevin 
Moseley at 15.

What other musical instruments do you play?

I play the cornet, trumpet, flugel horn and 
piano.

You have won the Junior Flugel Horn title 
at the National Brass Band Championships 
twice; what other goal(s) are you aiming for?

To keep becoming a better musician really. 
Keep practising, and then hopefully I’ll win 
more. Also aiming to complete my Bachelor 
of Music at Victoria University, and after 
that, see where it takes me.

To date, what have been some of your musical 
highlights?

Winning the Junior Flugel Horn title 
twice. Conducting the Marlborough 

Civic Orchestra playing one of my own 
compositions, Mission Command and 
winning Best Composition at this year’s 
Christchurch Secondary School’s Orchestra 
Festival. Being recognised as a young 
upcoming composer by members of the 
NZSO. Also, being an onstage performer 
with my jazz combo in 2018’s Wine and 
Food Festival.

What sort of things would you like to see 
happen to support young brass players in 
Aotearoa New Zealand?

I think that everything that is happening 
now is great; the Brass Band Nationals give 
a great opportunity for young players to 
compete in competitions and the Secondary 
Schools’ and Youth Bands are a good way to 
get young players playing together.

You have been selected to study trumpet 
at the New Zealand School of Music in 
Wellington next year. How are you feeling 
about this?

Super excited. I can’t wait to get over there 
and start learning about something I love. 
It should be a good leap forward for me as a 
musician.

Who or what has been your greatest 
inspiration?

I’m inspired by many classical and jazz 
trumpet players like Wynton Marsalis and 
Maurice Andre. I love watching James 
Morrison play as well. I’m also inspired 
by many old and new composers such as 
Beethoven to Tchaikovsky and of course 
John Williams.

Is there anyone you would like to thank for 
helping you with your journey thus far?

My parents; they’ve been super supportive 
and helped me get to where I am today. 
Everyone else in my family, who have been 
supporting what I do. A huge thanks to 
Kevin Moseley, someone who I look up to 
and has been a huge support and helped to 
get me to my level of playing today. And also 

anyone else who has been supportive or has 
helped me in my journey so far.

Quick fire questions

What type of music do you listen to most?

Honestly, whatever is playing on the radio. 
But I’d prefer to listen to orchestral, big band 
and brass band works.

Other interests? Composing/arranging 
music. Acting/performing. Video games. 
Being with my friends and family.

Favourite food? Sushi.

Favourite place? My bedroom.

Favourite film? I don’t really have one, I’d 
watch anything if it’s not a horror film.

Favourite instrument? To play, trumpet. My 
favourite in general, Clarinet, French Horn 
or Marimba.

Favourite piece of music? Mahler’s 5th 
Symphony.

For the more technical amongst us, what 
make of instrument and mouthpiece do you 
play?

Yamaha Xeno Trumpet with a 16C4 
mouthpiece.

JP Cornet with a 4 mouthpiece.

Finally, an Eastman Flugel Horn with a 4FL 
mouthpiece.

District Contest Results
My sincere apologies to the bands at the Auckland Bands Association contest as some of the band results printed in the November issue of 
The Mouthpiece were incorrect. Here are the correct placings. The Editor.

A Section Sacred Item Major work March Solo Light Music Public Appeal Aggregate

Papakura City Brass 4th 4th 4th 4th 2nd 4th 4th

Auckland City Brass 3rd 3rd 1st 2nd 4th 3rd 3rd
City of Sails Auckland Brass 2nd 2nd 2nd 3rd 3rd 2nd 2nd
North Shore Brass 1st 1st 3rd 1st 1st 1st 1st
B Section
Kumeu Brass 2nd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd
Howick Brass 1st 1st 2nd 2nd 2nd 1st 1st
North Shore Brass Academy 3rd 2nd 1st 1st 1st 2nd 2nd
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Obituary
Maurice Rowland Abrahams 1919 - 2018

A father, husband, grandfather, great-
grandfather, bandsman, conductor, musician 
extraordinaire, returned serviceman, 
Freemason, active church member and a friend 
to many passed away in Nelson on 8 October 
2018, aged 99 years.

Maurice was born in Washington Valley 
Midwifery, Nelson on 5 May 1919. Maurice’s 
father Henry, a steam train engineer, was a fine 
brass instrumentalist, saxophonist and music 
tutor, and so from an early age Maurice and his 
siblings were introduced to the world of music 
and entertainment. Maurice and his brother 
Leo, with their father, were actively involved 
with brass bands from a young age.

Maurice first played with the 1MNWC 
Regimental band in 1931. He attended his 
first brass band contest with the Nelson Band 
in Dunedin in 1933. This was the first of 
many contests Maurice would attend during 
a lifetime as a brass musician, conductor 
or enthusiast. He could usually be found in 
the audience sitting three or four rows from 
the front to the right of the stage when not 
performing.

Maurice was a cornet instrumentalist of very 
good ability. He entered solo and ensemble 
competitions with success on several occasions. 
He was in demand as an invited player to 
bands outside Nelson. In later years, Maurice, 
well into his 90s, was still playing in veteran 
solo competitions. He was a playing member of 
Nelson City Brass at age 97 when the band won 
the C Grade championship in Napier in 2016.

Maurice Abrahams was appointed conductor 
of the Nelson Garrison Band in 1956, a 
position he held until 1964. Maurice believed 
in the philosophy that a strong junior band 
coupled with a band’s regular attendance 
at national contests secured the future of 
the band. During his time as conductor he 
developed a very strong junior band unit that 
performed independently in the community. 
Under his musical direction the Nelson 
Garrison Band gained second place at the 
national championships in 1959.

With youth playing a major role within the 
band, Maurice captivated their interest by 
selecting music programmes of modern-style 
popular tunes. This didn’t always go down well 
with the older bandsmen, but the young bucks 
loved it.

The Mardi Gras held in Nelson’s Trafalgar 
Street during Maurice’s tenure as conductor 
presented the opportunity to combine local 
dance band musicians with the brass band to 
perform a programme of dance tunes on a 
specially constructed stage. Maurice directed 
the music for the occasion.

In retirement Maurice and Molly travelled, 
including a stint helping son Bruce build a 
home in Pio Pio. Following on from that time, 
Maurice and Molly spent time in Taupo where 

he conducted the Taupo C Grade band to gain 
second place in the 1979 National contest in 
Hamilton.

Maurice volunteered to serve his country 
during World War Two. He served with the 
26th Battalion in Egypt and Greece, and with 
the North Africa NZ Ordinance Field Park/6th 
Brigade Band. He entertained his fellow troops 
with his saxophone performances. Maurice was 
discharged from active service on 12 August 
1944 having served four years and two months. 
He was a member of 1st Nelson, Marlborough 
& West Coast Regimental Band from 29 March 
1949 until 1 February 1952.

Family life: Molly and Maurice were married in 
1943. They had four children – three boys and 
a girl. All were involved with music whether it 
be brass band (Bruce, Amuri and Ian), or key 
board (Kerry). Sadly two of the children, Ian 
and Bruce, pre-deceased Maurice.

Maurice enjoyed gardening. Following a visit 
to Australia where he observed experimental 
hydroponics, he incorporated this into his 
gardening at home. He was a keen walker and 
this was part of his daily exercise regime.

Molly passed away in in 1999 following a 
lengthy illness and many years of loving care 
by Maurice.

Community Service: Alzheimers New Zealand 
and Arthritis Foundation coupled with his 
strong Christian belief were projects always 

supported by Maurice.

During his lifetime he performed music with 
various music combinations, and also as a 
solo instrumentalist, entertaining community 
groups and retirement villages, playing at 
dances, balls etc and sometimes completing 
two or more gigs in a day.

I remember one occasion when I called in at 
the local RSA. There was Maurice playing his 
saxophone entertaining a large following of 
ladies. Later I asked him how long he had been 
playing at the gig and he said, “I don’t know, 
they kept on asking for another tune and so I 
just kept going. My pianist had to leave but I 
carried on”.

Some years after Molly’s death Maurice met up 
with Sue who became an important part of his 
later years. Sue and Maurice had a very special 
partnership caring for each other, sharing 
many interests, travelling to events, gardening, 
walking and of course brass band music. 
Sue’s enthusiasm for life and commitment to 
Maurice’s welfare were a wonderful twilight to 
Maurice’s life.

In 1987 Maurice was made a Life Member 
of Nelson City Brass as well as receiving 
recognition from the Brass Band Association 
for 50 years of Long Service. He was 
considered until his passing to be the band’s 
living treasure.

Compiled by Peter Goodman QSM.
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Prelude 
The first Rotorua carnival was a four-day 
event held in February 1903. The programme 
included a regatta, athletics, horse races, 
a parade of decorated vehicles, band 
performances and a tennis tournament. A 
review in the NZ Herald concluded: “It is just 
to be hoped that this carnival may become a 
yearly affair.” Indeed it did and the success of 
this and following events saw the 1908 carnival 
extended to a full month’s duration.

A band contest had been mooted as a key 
part of the 1904 carnival from as early as July 
1903: “…a band contest… would popularise the 
carnival more than anything else, and it is said 
the idea is being so well received that £100 in 
prize money has already been guaranteed. This 
is expected to be the whole liability, but the sum 
may be increased. Inducements are being held 
out to the local and other bands to enter.”

All stops were pulled out to present a full-
on week of happenings and entertainments. 
There were numerous aquatic events including 
rowing, sailing and waka races; shooting 
(including the inanimate pigeon match) and 
military events, the most popular of which 
involved Maxim Guns, an early type of 
machine gun. A (slightly disappointing) day at 
the races, with bowls and tennis tournaments 
rounded out the week’s activities. In between 
were excursions to Mokoia Island and other 
places, geyser displays at Whakarewarewa, 
concerts, dances, ice cream at The Duchess, 
and Speight’s Sparkling Dunedin Ales from 
VM Kenealy on Fenton Street. Five shillings 
a day got you lodgings with telephone, piano, 
bath & shower, and electric light. Didn’t book 
before leaving home? Never mind, there may 
be room in a tent, or you could just bunk down 
with the others in the billiards saloon.

But it was the brass band contest that was the 
particular highlight of this carnival. Ten bands 
were expected but seven actually attended: 
Hamilton, Waihi, Te Aroha, Devonport, 
Napier, Rotorua Town, and Rotorua Maori 
bands. The Hauraki Band from Thames was 
forced to withdraw because too many of their 
members had been unable to get time off work; 
they were a good band and could have been 
expected to do well.

Getting there 
It seems that most bands gave a concert of 
their competition pieces at home before 
leaving for Rotorua (and, as we know, bands 
still do this to this day). The Hamilton Band 

had been planning for the contest since at 
least October and marched their way through 
the town to the station in new hats, no less: 
“a set of smart peaked caps, which will look 
much more spruce and up-to-date than the 
rather informal sombreros in which they have 
hitherto appeared.” Presumably the march 
also featured their ‘mascotte’, Master Percy 
Tristram. Waihi Band reached Rotorua on the 
Saturday and welcomed their Hamilton rivals 
on Monday by playing them from the station 
to their accommodation; as this was described 
as “under canvas” it was likely one of the local 
parks.

On Friday, the Napier City Band marched 
their way to the wharf and left by the steamer 
Mokoia to Auckland, to arrive in Rotorua 
on Monday night with the added intention 
of spending a week’s holiday in the Hot 
Lakes district before returning home. On 
the way they also dropped in on a massed 
bands concert in Auckland in support of the 
Auckland Garrison Band, shortly to leave for 
the contest in Palmerston North.

Bands were not shy in taking up opportunities 
to perform whenever and wherever they could. 
On the Sunday evening the Waihi band gave a 
concert of sacred items in the Assembly Hall to 
an overflowing audience. And both the Napier 
and Devonport bands put in an appearance at 
the unveiling of the Wylie war memorial in the 
Government Gardens on the Tuesday.

Eventually the first day arrived: “Rotorua woke 
early this morning, very early - that is to say, the 
minority who got any sleep at all, for in most 
cases this must have been very difficult. The 
town is crowded, and included in the visitors 
are no less than seven complete bands, to say 
nothing of irregular instrumentalists. All these 
take a very active interest in the band contest, 
beginning on Thursday next. The consequence is 
that in the small hours of the night there is heard 
the distant tootling of the French horn worrying 
a bar or so of ‘The Bohemian Girl.’ Afar off 
there breaks on the night the deep braying of 
the bombardon, the wail of the euphonium, and 
between them the assertive strident blare of the 
cornets - all of course playing different parts in 
different keys and of course different melodies. 
The last hours of possible sleep were ruined 
by the early morning train, which poured in 
excursionists by the hundred.”

The Contest 
The judge was Lieut. Thomas Herd of 
Wellington while Sgt. Sheppard of the 

Permanent Artillery was the inspection and 
drill judge for the quickstep marching.

Each of the bands played two tests, one each on 
Wednesday and Friday, while the quickstep was 
the feature for Thursday. The tests were played 
inside Steele’s Assembly Hall on Tutanekai 
Street but, the hall being far from soundproof, 
large crowds listened for free from outside.

There were also competitions for quartet and 
each solo instrument during the week.

Curiously, the newspapers made little mention 
of the pieces performed but it seems that the 
test selections were largely operatic selections; 
works of Balfe, Verdi and Auber certainly 
featured. Waihi played the march “Nelson 
College Cadets” by their conductor Charles 
Trussell – an early and prolific New Zealand 
composer. The choices were not to everybody’s 
taste: “The whole provided a musical feast a 
trifle too heavy for the average musical digestion. 
The pieces given were apparently selected 
more for the opportunities they furnished for 
individual instrumentalists to distinguish 
themselves, abounding in technical difficulties, 
which could only be adequately appreciated and 
perhaps really enjoyed by persons thoroughly 
familiar with the capabilities and limitations 
of brass instruments… up to the present the 
contest has shown that the players favour pieces 
conspicuous rather more for their executive 
difficulties than richness of melody.”

But the most important band event was 
Thursday’s quickstep marching competition. 
It was to be the highlight of the week, and not 
only of the band events, and was expected to 
draw the largest crowds. It began with a “Grand 
Procession” whereby the bands assembled at 
the corner of Eruera and Fenton Streets and 
marched at two-minute intervals, playing as 
they went along Fenton Street and up Arawa 
Street to the gate to the ground on Pukeroa 
Hill where an enthusiastic crowd of about 2000 
turned out. The judge was in the centre of the 
ground in a closed tent (with a guard at the 
door) and, by all accounts, it was a spectacular 
and enjoyable afternoon’s entertainment. 
Waihi won, Devonport was second, while 
Napier and Te Aroha tied for third. Devonport 
gained most points for marching, which was a 
creditable achievement given that they were a 
comparatively young band.

To be continued...

Rotorua Carnival and Band Contest (Part One) 
by Jim McGregor

The Napier City Band playing outside 
the judge's tent at the Rotorua Carnival 
contest, 25 February 1904. From the Sir 
George Grey Special Collections, Auckland 
Libraries NZG_19040305_40_4
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Note of Thanks
The Management Committee of the Brass Band Association would sincerely like to thank 
the individuals, businesses, trusts and organisations which have supported the activities of 
the Brass Band Association of New Zealand in 2018.

The New Zealand Mouthpiece

Sponsorship: JP Musical Instruments and Brass Direct

Designer: Dave Johnstone of Johnstone Jones Design

Printing: Alan Carabott and Adprint Ltd

Proof-reader: Jane Myhill

The regular advertisers and contributors: Music Works, Dr Toot and ABI Music Ltd.

BBANZ - general

Director of Education: David Bremner

Treasurer: Murray Warrington

Database: Martyn Smith

Grants: Rata Foundation and Pelorus Trust

2018 National Championship Blenheim

Contest Committee: Brian Nicholas (chair) Contest Committee: Brian Nicholas (Chair), 
Thelma Sowman, Mary Smith, Phillipa Greenbank, Bronwyn James, Lindsay Smith, 
Lynnette Mark, Rachel Zydenbos and Christine Moseley.

Chief Adjudicators: Russell Gray, Mareika Gray and Stephen Leader

The solo judges, supervisors, compères, drill judges, the Brassbanned live streaming team 
and the many volunteers from the Marlborough District.

BBANZ contest office superstars: Emily Richards and Sariah Ratford.

Sponsors: Marlborough District Council, ABI Music Ltd, ASB Theatre Marlborough, 
Blenheim Print, Brass Direct, Clubs Marlborough, Dame Adrienne Stewart, David James, 
Fulton Hogan, Lion Foundation, Makana Confections, Marlborough Convention Centre, 
Marlborough Moving and Storage Company, Marlborough Girls’ College, Marlborough 
Boys’ College, Music Works, New Zealand Army Band, One Foundation, Pelorus Trust, 
Prismaprint, Pub Charity, Rata Foundation, Redwood Trust, Shonrei, The Copier 
Company, Treble Clef Tailors, Viridian and Yealands Family Wine.

2018 National Youth Band
Musical Director: David Bremner

Tutors and Staff: Mike Ford (Band Manager), Alan Spence (Assistant Musical Director), 
Leigh Martin (Assistant Band Manager), Dennis Teeling (Stage Manager), Anthony Smith, 
Kevin Hickman, Steve Miles, Mark Davey, Phil Johnston, Grant Myhill and guest soloist 
Kyle Lawson.

Grants and Sponsorship: Pub Charity, Four Winds Foundation, Winton & Margaret Bear 
Trust, Mainland Foundation, Buller District Council, New Zealand Army Band, and the 
Friends of the National Youth Brass Band.

Logistical Support: Wayne, Glenda and Tess Jennes, Katrina Avison, Bob Boodee, Peter 
Goodman and Nelson City Brass; Beth and Steve Campkin and Westport Municipal 
Band; Kevin Moseley, Liz Murray, Antonia and Phil Grigg and Rachel Zydenbos and 
Marlborough District Brass, Viv Patchett – costumes, Daniel Wilson and Nayland College 
– loan of vans, Andy Appleton – video recording, photography and assistance to recording
engineer and Kay Mackenzie – use of music suite at Nelson College and assistance to 
recording engineer.

2018 National Secondary Schools Band
Musical Director: Leigh Martin

Tutors and Staff: Emily Richards (Band Manager), Morrine Martin (Camp Mum). Section 
tutors: Tyme Marsters, Nick Johnson, John Mason, Nick Scott, Ross Yorkstone, Rayon 
Martin and guest soloist Trevor Bremner.

Logistics and funding:

The New Zealand Army Band, Alpine Energy Timaru Brass, the Ministry of Education’s 
Secondary Vocation Music Grant, Four Winds Foundation, The Sargood Bequest, 
Mainland Foundation, Infinity Foundation, Southern Trust, NZ Community Trust, St 
Margaret’s College, BP Community Funding and Phantom Billstickers.
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Friends of the National Youth Brass Band: 
P Adams, ABI Music Ltd, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity), 
J Aldridge, Brass Whanganui, T and B Bremner, G Coomer, T and B Cudby, 
D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, M and S Ford, RA Hancock, RJ Harris, JB and 
NC Hollick, DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, JR McGough, Marlborough District 
Brass, O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, J Mulraney, NZ Army Band, 
PA, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, J and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma 
Morris, S Webb.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please 
contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at 
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP, 
Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Graham Dick, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM, 
Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen, 
Rodney Sutton MBE JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ 
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie, 
J Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, EJ Gohns, T Goodall, 
Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, 
JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H Nielson, 
E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P 
Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

 BBANZ – Directory
Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640 
Website: www.brassbanz.org

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com 
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President 
John Sullivan, Auckland 
john@brassbanz.org.nz 
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President 
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane 
stephen@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 196 3238

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Sariah Ratford, Napier 
sariah@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 723 3740

Director of Education

David Bremner, Wellington 
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier 
murray@brassbanz.org.nz 
H: 06 844 1120 
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: David Bremner, Wellington 
Manager: Mike Ford M: 021 708558 
mike.ford@airnz.co.nz 
www.facebook.com/nznybb

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth 
Manager: Jo Doyle, Timaru 
jodoyle330@gmail.com M: 027 454 9632

2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July

Contact person: Malcolm Barr 
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz

2020 National Contest in Christchurch 
8 to 12 July

Contact person: Stephen Leader 
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

FOR SALE 
BESSON B flat CORNET

Excellent Condition as New 
Comes with Case in very good order 

3 Mouthpieces, 1 Lyre, 1 Ssshhh practice Mute 
1 Owner.

Contact Alex Garrett 027 492 0185 or 07 571 8720

http://www.brassbanz.org/friends
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:john@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:grant@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:stephen@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:brian@brassbanz.org.nz
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Holiday Activities
During the summer holiday you may find yourself with nothing to do so 
here are some projects that you could work on.

Calling Composers:

The management committee is seeking test pieces for all band grades for the 
2020 National Contest. Composers are invited to submit recent works for 
consideration with a preference given to works by NZ composers. Works 
should be written for usual brass band instrumentation. Please forward 
completed works to bbanzeo@gmail.com by 1 November 2019.

Showcase Us:

Expressions of interest are sought from talented, experienced website 
designers interested in giving BBANZ a fresh and professional ‘shop window.’ 
Designers are invited to pitch their idea of how the website could look and 
the cost involved in achieving this. Functions required are sales point for 
music and CDs etc, clear paths to find information and easily updated by an 
administrator.

Please send your proposal to bbanzeo@gmail.com by 1 February 2019.

Wish List:

Discussion at the AGM indicated that the National Band was something 
many players strive to be a member of and many audience members want 
to listen to. So … the management committee is giving you the opportunity 
to contribute to a wish list of possible events for a National Band within the 
next five years. Is international contesting a draw card? A tour through New 
Zealand? Attendance at international events such as the Midwest Clinic in 
Chicago? Is a National Band purely about player development or a showcase 
of New Zealand performers and music or a revenue generator? What barriers 
are there that stop players applying for the band? Your ideas will help 
formulate a strategic plan for the future of the National Band. Please email 
your ideas to bbanzeo@gmail.com by 1 February 2019 or discuss them with a 
member of the management committee.

Condolences
It is with sadness that we report the 
recent passing of two members of our 
fraternity. 

John (JC) Everitt passed away on 
Sunday 21 October. John was a member 
of the New Zealand National Band in 
1962, 1980, 1985 and 1995. He was 
the Drum Major of the 1990 National 
Band which marched at the opening of the Commonwealth 
Games held in Auckland and of Wanganui City Brass when 
the band performed at the Edinburgh Tattoo in 1993. John 
served with the New Zealand Army Band for 10 years and as 
the bandmaster of the Ohakea Air Force Band for 28 years. 
In recent years John has been a Drill Judge at our National 
Contest. Our sincere condolences to his wife Tina and their 
family.

David Chaulk passed away suddenly 
on Monday 5 November. David was 
well-known as a conductor, composer 
and businessman. He was a member 
of the 2009 National Band of New 
Zealand, winner of the NZ Champion 
of Champions in 2003 and 2004, and 
winner of the Open Tenor Trombone 
on three occasions. David was a 
regular adjudicator at our National Contest including 
being the Assisting Chief Adjudicator in 2015. Our sincere 
condolences to David’s partner Charmian, family and 
friends.

http://www.abi.co.nz
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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