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The young women of the 2019 NYBB at Mt Coot-Tha Botanical Gardens. L to R: Emma McMorran, Anne Filimoehala, Mollie Cornfield, Eleanor 
Grigg, Courtney Wilson, Jasmine Ward. Seated: Isabella Thomas and Sarah Wright.  

In this issue we:
• Report on the National

Youth Band’s tour to
Queensland,

• Have updates from Hutt
City and Trust Porirua City
bands,

• Celebrate a ninetieth
birthday,

• And meet another of our
talented young players.

Happy banding!

2019 National Youth Brass Band tour to Queensland: banding, bonding and  having fun.

http://www.musicways.co.nz
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A Note from our President
Two months of the 
year have quickly 
passed by and now 
bands are back 
into the swing of 
regular rehearsals 
and summer 
community 
concerts. The 
2019 National 
Youth Band has 

also now returned from its very successful 
Australian Tour. Hearty congratulations to 
the management and members for a job well 
done.

Looking ahead, the 2019 National Contest 
is likely to be a topic of conversation around 
many bandrooms as preparations are made 
to head to Hamilton. My very first contest 
was the 1979 Hamilton national contest so I 
am certainly excited about returning some 40 
years later. This is the period when the rubber 
starts to really hit the road for the contest 
committee and with such an experienced 
team I have no doubt this will be another 
contest to remember for all the right reasons.

Of course there is much more to the year 
than just the national contest. Planning 
is well underway for the 2019 National 
Secondary Schools’ Brass Band and our 
Director of Education is looking forward 
to working with District Associations and 
bands to schedule workshops and seminars. 
The next National Band was also a topic 
of discussion at the recent Management 
Committee meeting and we thank all those 
who took the time to send us your thoughts 
on the future direction of the band. Watch 
this space for more information in the next 
few months.

All the above however requires funding and 
as it becomes increasingly difficult to obtain 
it has become very clear that we need to re-
examine how we present our organisation to 
grant bodies, the government and the wider 
community. What I think we fail to realise 
is the significant wider role brass bands play 
in the community. Yes, we perform music 
but more importantly (and as quantified 
by research carried out by the University of 
Sheffield and Brass Bands England) bands 
provide a safe environment for young 

people to develop. This U.K. research clearly 
shows that being a member of your local 
brass band will lead to higher academic 
performance and improvements in overall 
wellbeing. In addition, you can share and 
enjoy these benefits with family and friends 
of all ages and backgrounds for as long as 
you are physically able. What we offer is very 
unique and one of the projects underway 
is to be able to prove this with similar hard 
research data for New Zealand. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if in the coming years funding 
bodies saw beyond the band marching 
down the street on Anzac Day to a wider 
organisation located in nearly every town 
that for over 100 years has been improving 
the health and wellbeing of New Zealanders?

Yours in banding

John Sullivan 
President, 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand.

Note of thanks:
BBANZ would like to thank all those who contributed to running the 
2019 National Youth Band:

David Bremner (Musical Director) and Mike Ford (Band Manager) 
and their management team: Emily Richards (Assistant Manager), 
Mark Davey, Sam Brown, Raynor Martin and Grant Myhill.

Grants, Donations and Sponsorship: Brass Direct Ltd, Pub Charity, 
Winton & Margaret Bear Trust, The Wallace Foundation, New 
Zealand Army Band, donors to the Boosted campaign and the 
Friends of the National Youth Brass Band. Waikato BOP Band 
Association, Auckland Bands Association and Wellington District 
Brass Bands Association.

Logistical Support: Hamilton City Brass, Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass, 
TCTC Group, Brisbane Excelsior Band, South Brisbane Federal Band, 
Toowoomba Municipal Brass Band, Fraser Bremner (logo design), 
Johnstone Jones Design (concert programme) and House of Oom 
(uniforms).

Congratulations to the following award-winning members of the 2019 
National Youth Brass Band:

Best audition: Logan Ford, St Kilda Brass

Most improved player: Lachlan Spence, Eastern BOP Brass

Best soloist: Luke Spence, Wellington Brass

Bands Person of the Year: John Mason, Wellington Brass.

Musical Director’s award for the most outstanding musical 
contribution: awarded jointly to Luke Spence and Toby Pringle, 
Wellington Brass

Player’s player: Luke Spence, Wellington Brass

Best section: Entire back row cornets: Sop: Patrick Webb, Wellington 
Brass. Rep: Sarah Wright, Brass Whanganui. Second Cornets, 
Mollie Cornfield, North Shore Brass, Jonty Zydenbos, Marlborough 
District Brass, Dominic Cornfield, North Shore Brass. Third Cornets: 
Courtney Wilson, Eastern BOP Brass, Daniel Dalgleish, Eastern BOP 
Brass and Liam Wright, North Shore Brass.

Contest Partnership
The 2019 contest season gets underway with the announcement of the test 
music for the National Championships on 12 March. To help bands with 
their preparation and to reduce pre-contest stress, BBANZ has arranged 
with Just Music of Scotland to have the test music for the A, B and C Grades 
in stock and ready to post out as soon as orders are received.

“Just Music are delighted to be the official suppliers for the New Zealand 
Brass Band Championships,” said Nigel Durno, manager of Just Music.

“We know that conductors and bands want to get their music as fast 
as possible to rehearse - no matter which part of the world they are in. 
Just Music have all of your test pieces in stock in quantity to ensure 
that, provided we receive your order by 14.00 hours UK time, it will be 
despatched the same day, and be with you in 5 to 7 working days.

“We offer several methods of sending, but the two most cost-effective 
methods for bands in New Zealand are (i) Air Mail and, (ii) Air Mail 
Tracked & Signed.

“Royal Mail states that both methods of sending should take 5 to 7 working 
days, but they give priority to the Tracked & Signed service.

“In addition to having all of your test pieces in stock, Just Music have the 
largest stocks of music from all major brass band publishers - almost thirty-
nine thousand titles for you to choose from.

“You can browse and order online at https://www.justmusicuk.com/

or you can email us sales@justmusicuk.com

“Wishing all New Zealand bands success in your upcoming 2019 National 
Championships.”

https://www.justmusicuk.com/
mailto:sales@justmusicuk.com
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On Friday the 18th of January, 36 talented 
young brass bandies travelled from near 
and far to meet together in Hamilton for the 
2019 National Youth Brass Band. For a few 
members, it was their first youth band so there 
were mixed emotions, ranging from being 
excited to being dead nervous. I was quite 
nervous at the start but going into the practise 
I knew it was going to get really good. Our first 
rehearsal went really quickly even though it 
began at 1.00pm and finished eight hours later 
at 9:30 pm.

With only one-and-a-half days to rehearse 
until our first concert on Sunday, our musical 
director Dave Bremner pushed the band to its 
limits, ending 10-hour days with exhausted 
bodies and tired lips. Sunday seemed to come 
around very quickly, but going into the concert 
we felt well prepared and ready to put on a 
really good performance for the audience. 
We started off with the premiere of a work 
composed by former band member Jack 
Bewley called He Raruraru Kei Te Haere, which 
loosely translates to “trouble is looming”. It is 
an exciting piece which features taonga puoro, 
traditional Maori instruments. The concert 
was very well received by the 250+ audience 
members at the Gallagher Concert Hall. The 
music ranged from a first half full of classic 
brass band music to a fun and energetic second 
half with music ranging from Lionel Ritchie 
to Latin American Jazz. It included the Floral 
Dance featuring our very own Terry Wogan, 
Daniel Dalgleish.

Monday rolled around and every member 
of the band was very excited to finally fly to 
Australia. We arrived in Brisbane at 5:30pm 
and travelled straight down to the Gold Coast 
Recreation Centre at Tallebudgera where we 
were based for most of our time in Australia. 
You could see everyone just wanted to get to 
bed knowing that the next few days were going 
to be very long, hot days. The accommodation 
was situated right next to the river mouth, and 

we were able to choose between swimming in 
the river or swimming in the surf each day.

Tuesday morning started with a rehearsal in 
a lovely air-conditioned room. It was just the 
thing we needed when it was 30°C at 8.00am! 
Our first Australian concert was back in 
Brisbane and after setting up and doing sound 
checks, we had some time exploring the city 
before the concert that night.

On Wednesday morning some of the band 
woke up pretty early for a morning swim in 
the Tallebudgera Creek. The concert that night 
was in Toowoomba - a long three-hour drive 
inland. The temperature hit 39°C at times, 
it was dry and hot with no sign of moisture. 
The Toowoomba Band were outstanding 
hosts, the University of Southern Queensland 
Arts Theatre was an excellent venue, and we 
performed a great concert to an extremely 
appreciative audience, which made the long 
round trip very worthwhile.

Thursday morning started with a trip to the 
Currumbin Wildlife Centre. Just imagine a zoo 
“times ten”, that’s Currumbin for you. It was an 
amazing experience and we felt really lucky to 
be there. During the three hours we had in the 
centre some of us had photos with koalas and 
snakes, while others just took photos of the 
amazing range of different animals, including 
crocodiles, emus, kangaroos, dingos and so 
many more. Our concert that night was only 15 
minutes away from Tallebudgera at the Robina 
Community Theatre, so overall we had a pretty 
relaxed day.

Friday was an exciting day for us as we were 
heading to Dreamworld and Whitewater 
World. We started off with a very well-received 
45 minute concert for the park guests, after 
which we spent the day doing all the rides at 
the theme park. Lots of sunscreen was used! 
We were told multiple times to “slip slop wrap” 
because, in that heat, there was nowhere to 

hide. For many of us, it was the highlight of the 
tour. We thoroughly enjoyed the playing (on 
our instruments) and the playing (at the park).

We left the Gold Coast on Saturday, Australia 
Day, and moved into our new accommodation 
at Ibis Styles in Brisbane City. We celebrated 
Australia Day with the locals with two outdoor 
concerts, a lunchtime one at New Farm Park 
beside the Brisbane River and then mid-
afternoon at Mt Coot-Tha Botanical Gardens. 
It was great to see a few familiar faces in the 
crowd at each concert. In the evening we had 
a great curry night, after which we watched a 
spectacular Australia Day fireworks display at 
Southbank.

Sunday was our last day full in Australia. It was 
sad to be leaving as it was an amazing trip and 
an extraordinary experience to tour with some 
of your closest mates doing something that you 
love. Our last concert was a joint one with the 
well-known Brisbane Excelsior Band. What an 
opportunity to play with Australia’s top brass 
band and some of the best players in the world. 
After the concert, the Excelsior Band put on 
a wonderful barbeque at their bandroom. 
Thank you very much for hosting us, Brisbane 
Excelsior! After the barbeque, we retired back 
to our hotel for the traditional end-of-course 
speeches, awards and fines session, which 
ended the tour on a high note.

On behalf of the band, I’d like to thank band 
manager Mike Ford and the team that travelled 
with us and the people who couldn’t travel 
over but put in plenty of hours making our trip 
truly amazing. Thanks to BBANZ, our friends, 
bands and families who supported us to get 
to Australia and for some who popped up in 
the audience every now and then. Last but not 
least, to Dave, thank you, for pushing us to play 
our best, and so we did. Cheers!

Liam Bewley 
Band Member

2019 National Youth Band
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The 2019 National Youth Brass Band 
in concert, in Hamilton. 

Photograph courtesy of Dana Foley Photography NZ.  

What’s On?
Sunday 3 March 
Brass at the Falls with Waitakere Auckland 
Brass, 2.30pm on the Band Rotunda, Falls 
Park, Alderman Drive, Henderson. Part of 
Auckland Council’s Music in Parks series.

Sunday 10 March 
Brass at the Falls with Royal NZ Air Force 
Band, Base Auckland, 2.30pm on the Band 
Rotunda, Falls Park, Alderman Drive, 
Henderson. Part of Auckland Council’s Music 
in Parks series.
Kumeu Vintage Brass entertaining at 
the Kumeu Show, Kumeu Showgrounds, 
Waitakere Road, Kumeu.

Sunday 17 March 
Brass at the Falls with Kumeu Vintage 
Brass, 2.30pm on the Band Rotunda, Falls 
Park, Alderman Drive, Henderson. Part of 
Auckland Council’s Music in Parks series.

Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 April 
Otago Southland District Band Association 
solo and band contest hosted by Roxburgh 
Pioneer Energy Brass in Roxburgh.

Sunday 7 April 
Te Awamutu Brass Band and Cambridge 
Brass present “British Invasion”, 2.00pm at 
Te Awamutu College Hall.

Friday 3 to Sunday 5 May 
Wellington District Band Association 
camp at YMCA Kaitoke. Contact Dennis 
Dawson for details 
wdbba.secretary@gmail.com

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 May 
Canterbury Association youth band camp 
at Living Springs Camp, Governors Bay, 
Banks Peninsula. Contact  
cpbbassociation@gmail.com

Friday 17 to Sunday 19 May 
Otago Southland band camp at Pounawea 
Convention Centre, The Catlins.

Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 May 
Nelson Marlborough West Coast Band 
Association solo and band contest in 
Nelson.

Sunday 26 May 
Auckland Bands Association solo contest.

Sunday 16 June 
Wellington District Bands Association 
solo contest.

Saturday 31 August and Sunday 1 
September 
Central Districts Bands Association solo 
and band contest in Palmerston North.

Sunday 8 September 
Wellington District Bands Association 
band contest.

Sunday 22 September
Auckland Bands Association band contest 
at Hawkins Centre, Papakura.

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 September
Waikato Bay of Plenty Bands Association 
band and solo contest in Matamata (TBC).

Canterbury Provincial Brass Band 
Association band and solo contest, James 
Hay Theatre, Christchurch.

Monday 30 September to Sunday 6 
October 
2019 National Secondary Schools’ Brass 
Band training course in New Plymouth.

Friday 25 to Sunday 27 October 
Westport Municipal Band – celebrating 
150 years. Register your interest at email: 
2019wmb150@gmail.com or Facebook: 
WMB150
** Any activities happening in your 
community this year? Let people know by 
sending details to the editor at 
bbanzeo@gmail.com or send a co-host 
invite to our Facebook page.

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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Congratulations to Rick Anset, Clynton Payne, Marie Rockell, Margaret Lawson. Graham Lawton, John Jones and Bill Platt. 

Matthew Stein 

Quick Notes
Trust Porirua City Brass recently held a large gathering 
at which the band celebrated the presentation of 
Long Service awards totalling 340 years to seven of its 
members. Porirua’s mayor, Mike Tana, congratulated 
the band for honouring our long-serving members as 
well as recognising the efforts and contributions from all 
of our band members. The band was delighted to have 
Emily Richards (BBANZ Executive Member) and former 
BBANZ president Evan Sayer to present the certificates. 
Awards were presented to Graham Lawton, 70 years, Bill 
Platt, 65 years, John Jones, 50 years, Rick Anset, 45 years, 
Margaret Lawton, 40 years, Marie Rockell, 35 years and 
Clynton Payne, 35 years.

Hutt City Brass is pleased to announce that their new 
Musical Director is Mathew (Matt) Stein. He replaces 
Mark Davey who has been the band’s MD for the past 
three years. The band has been fortunate in having the 

talents of Mark over these years and now we look forward 
to another exciting period with Matt.

Matt has recently returned to Wellington following two 
years’ study at the Guildhall School in London, before 
which he was a trumpet player in the Royal New Zealand 
Navy Band. Matt grew up playing in Salvation Army brass 
bands and was a member of Hutt City Brass from 2005-
2010. He is a member of Wellington Brass as Principal 
Cornet and now soprano, and trumpet player with the 
Royal NZ Air Force band. He is also a free-lance trumpet 
player and 2nd trumpet in Orchestra Wellington.

Matt’s experience as a musical director was as the 
Bandmaster of the Wellington South Salvation Army 
Band, conducting Hutt City Brass and Wellington Brass 
at concerts, and he conducted the Guildhall Brass Band 
while in London.

http://www.abi.co.nz
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The Youth Today
In this issue management committee member, 
Sariah Ratford interviews 16-year-old 
Jasmine Ward from Christchurch.

What was your first musical experience? It 
could be many as my family is very musical 
so before I was even born I was attending 
national contests, but the first experience I 
remember would be playing piano in recitals 
when I was four.

Is your family musical as well? Yes, my 
family is musical in many ways. My dad was 
raised in a strong brass band family with 
everyone except his mother playing a brass 
instrument. Dad plays the drums and has 
played with various bands in Auckland and 
Canterbury. My mum does not come from 
a brass band background and got involved 
almost by accident when she was in her 
teens and plays almost as many instruments 
as me!

What was your first musical instrument? I 
started piano lessons when I was four.

You are a percussionist but what other 
musical instruments do you play? Guitar, 
piano, cornet, ukulele, and I sing. I also like 
to dabble in other brass instruments. And 
I recently have started some conducting 
lessons with Sarah Hickman.

You recently returned from the National 
Youth Brass Band’s tour of Queensland, 
Australia – what was your highlight/s of 
this tour? The biggest highlight for me was 
performing for my family in Hamilton. 
Other highlights were making many friends 
and playing with Brisbane Excelsior Band 
for our final performance of the tour.

You also won the Junior Percussion title at 
the National Brass Band Championships 
of NZ last year. What other goals are you 
aiming for? This year I am aiming to again 
be selected for the National Youth Band as 
well as the National Youth Orchestra. I am 
also aiming to pass Grade 8 percussion with 
distinction.

To date, what have been some of your musical 
highlights? Performing with Woolston Brass 
in the Own Choice at the 2018 National 
Contest and touring with National Youth 
Brass Band in Australia.

What advice would you have for anyone 
who is striving to be selected for the National 
Youth Brass Band or National Secondary 
Schools’ Brass Band? My advice would be 
to work hard on technique whether that be 
percussion or brass and to set small goals 
such as learn a section of music by a date 
or a simple skill that you haven’t mastered. 
Little goals help achieve the big goal and 
stop it from seeming as daunting as it might 
be.

What sort of things would you like to 
see happen to support young brass and 

percussion players in Aotearoa New 
Zealand? More performance and tutoring 
opportunities from top musicians and 
opportunities to learn more about 
composition and arranging.

Who or what has been your greatest 
inspiration? Probably my parents as I grew 
up watching them play with the Artillery 
Band in Auckland and Woolston Concert 
Brass when we moved to Christchurch. They 
inspired me to play percussion and put my 
best effort forward.

Music making should be fun; describe any 
amusing moments that you can recall. I’m 
not sure, to be honest, but probably this past 
youth band during rehearsals when David 
had some pretty funny rips into people. It 
was great that even in a serious environment 
we could have some laughs and enjoy the 
learning.

Is there anyone you would like to thank for 
helping you with your journey thus far? I 
would like to thank my family for their 
support and time they have put into my 
journey through music. I would also like 
to thank Todd Turner of Woolston Brass 
for his support with getting instruments 
available for practise, lessons, auditions 

and events. Lastly, I would like to thank my 
percussion teacher Roanna Funcke for all 
her help.

Quickfire questions

What type of music do you listen to most? 
1960’s - 90’s rock

Other interests? Air training corps, flying 
and fishing.

Favourite food? Mac and cheese

Favourite place? Kaikoura

Favourite film? Band of Brothers.

Favourite instrument? Marimba

Favourite piece of music? Metropolis 1927 by 
Peter Graham

What make of percussion instruments or 
sticks do you prefer?

I mostly prefer Adams Percussion for 
larger items such as marimbas and Timps, 
however, my goal is to save up for a 
“Marimba One Izzy” five-octave marimba, 
but really it’s a sound thing and how you 
play the instrument. Personally, I like 
instruments that might be less versatile but 
can produce specific sounds.
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Congratulations and happy birthday Bruce. 

A Big Nine-O
One of New Zealand’s better known and loved 
music teachers, brass instrument players and 
musical thespians celebrated his 90th birthday 
in style on Sunday 10 February in the historic 
(1901) Warkworth Methodist Church as the 
guest of honour of Kumeu Vintage Brass 
(KVB). Bruce Robert Borthwick is currently 
the band’s assistant musical director but 
his involvement and contribution to brass 
banding both nationally and internationally 
is colossal. When asked how many bands and 
organisations, “too hard to quantify” was the 
considered reply! Brian Ede, KVB President, 
presented Bruce with the coveted BBANZ 
Long Service Certificate for 62 years of service 
with registered bands in New Zealand but 
the family’s count of actual playing time is 78 
years.

By way of a celebration party, over 100 
relations, friends, well-wishers and colleagues, 
some travelling from Australia for the 
occasion, gathered for a not-to-be-missed 
musical extravaganza arranged by Stuart 
Craw of Music Works and KVB. It was no 
coincidence that one of the three best tenor 
horn players in the world who, incidentally, 
has known Bruce literally all his life, was 
present to celebrate Bruce’s milestone. He 
treated us to some dazzling musical acrobatics 
on his visually distinctive tenor horn – 
Murry Borthwick just happens to be Bruce’s 
son. Together with three of the finest piano 
accompanists, Lee Martelli-Wood, Allison 
Coates and Jocelynne Labrum, Murray, his 
sister Lesley and Bruce himself treated us to 
some truly outstanding musicianship. Kumeu 
Vintage Brass, all 45 of them, quavered the 

timbers of the church with numerous numbers 
some conducted by Bruce himself. However, in 
spite of the presence of such volume and talent, 
the jewel of the afternoon remained Bruce’s 
own crystal-clear solo performances of the 2nd 
Movement from the Haydn Trumpet Concerto 
with his trumpet, as well as The Post Horn 
Gallop on his post horn – all without music, 
without a chair and even without a pair of 
spectacles. Think about that – 90 years young – 
a true sensation!

Congratulations Bruce and we trust you’ll take 
inspiration from Jan Gillies’ uniquely prophetic 
personalized poem for your next 10 years just 
as you have inspired us, your appreciative 
family, friends and colleagues!

Phil Thomson 
Kumeu Vintage Brass Publicity

Family trio, Lesley, Murray and Bruce Borthwick. 
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Paul Cho principal trombone of the 
2019 NYBB

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band: 
P Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity), J Aldridge, 
T and B Bremner, G Coomer, T and B Cudby, D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, 
M and S Ford, RA Hancock, RJ Harris, JB and NC Hollick, DA Johnson, I Levien, 
AG Lewis, JR McGough, Marlborough District Brass, O Melhuish, D Miller, 
G and C Moseley, J Mulraney, NZ Army Band, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, 
J and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma Morris, S Webb, TrumpetGuy.co.nz.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please 
contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at 
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP, 
Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, 
Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen, Rodney Sutton MBE 
JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ 
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie, 
Graham Dick, J Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, EJ Gohns, 
T Goodall, Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C 
Kendall, JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H 
Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, 
P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

 BBANZ – Directory
Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640 
Website: www.brassbanz.org

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com 
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President 
John Sullivan, Auckland 
john@brassbanz.org.nz 
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President 
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane 
stephen@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 196 3238

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Sariah Ratford, Napier 
sariah@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 723 3740

Director of Education

David Bremner, Wellington 
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier 
murray@brassbanz.org.nz 
H: 06 844 1120 
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: Alan Spence, Whakatane 
Manager: Emily Richards 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz  
M: 027 723 3740

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth 
Manager: Jo Doyle 
nzssbb2019@gmail.com 
027 454 9632

2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July 
Contact person: Malcolm Barr 
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz
2020 National Contest in Christchurch 8 to 12 July 
Contact person: Stephen Leader 
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

2021 National Contest in Wellington 7 to 11 
July Contact person: Mike Sander 
mtsander007@gmail.com

Calling all Young 
Musicians
Planning is well underway for 
the 2019 National Secondary 
Schools’ Brass Band to be held in 
New Plymouth from Monday 30 
September to Sunday 6 October. 
Musical director Leigh Martin is 
putting together a challenging and 
interesting concert programme 
and no doubt planning not to 
get injured this year. The band 
will perform concerts in New 
Plymouth and Hawera.

Applications forms will be out 
soon so keep an eye on the 
BBANZ and NSSBB Facebook 
pages. But you can start practising 
now to get your playing fitness 
ready for auditions. In the 
meantime, if you would like 
further information please 
contact band manager Jo Doyle 
nzssbb2019@gmail.com

Moving to Wellington for study 
or work opportunities in 2019?
Then why not join our band? 
Trust Porirua City Brass is a progressive 
B Grade band.
We are a fun bunch of people who 
enjoy contesting and performing in 
our community and we currently have 
opportunities available 
in most sections of the band.
Porirua is not far from Wellington city, just a 20-minute car ride 
or you can hop on a train.
We’d love to have you as part of our band during your time in Wellington.
Contact us tpcb.manager@gmail.com or on Facebook @TrustPoriruaCityBrass

http://www.brassbanz.org/friends
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:john@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:grant@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:stephen@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:brian@brassbanz.org.nz
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Words of Advice
from David Bremner, BBANZ 
Director of Education
Hi all. I am sure that many of you enjoyed 
following the National Youth Band’s adventures 
in Queensland. The tour was something that 
we will remember for a long time, with so 
many wonderful highlights and memorable 
moments. The National Youth Band course is 
something that we should all feel very proud of 
regardless of if we are directly involved or not. 
The work Mike Ford has done over the past few 
years in running this band and its activities is 
incredible. His dedication to the youth of our 
movement and his motivation for them to have 
these opportunities is inspiring and I want to 
thank him for all his work and enthusiasm. 
The whole management team, Mike, Emily 
Richards, Mark Davey, Sam Brown, Grant 
Myhill, and Raynor Martin worked incredibly 
hard throughout the tour. Thanks for all your 
energy!

The whole tour was a blast, but a few memories 
that I will treasure included:

- Toby Pringle and my father, Trevor Bremner, 
performing a duet at the Hamilton concert 
before we left New Zealand. Dad was the 
principal cornet of the first National Youth 
Band in 1959. It was great he and Toby could 
perform together 60 years after that first youth 
band. A very special moment.

- The joint concert with Brisbane Excelsior 
Band. To share the stage with Australia’s finest 
brass band was such a thrill. Howard Taylor 
(MD) and the band made it a special day with 
their playing, as well as their friendship and 
support - and of course hosting us for a BBQ 
after the concert!

- Performing at Dreamworld. This was a fun 
day, and a chance to let our hair down after 
three evening concerts. The band enjoyed 
the relaxed atmosphere, and also the rides 
afterwards. Some of the roller coasters got the 
better of some of the members, me included, 
but I wasn’t alone … Hayden Cullen!

- Performing on Australia Day. This was 
another fun day, and a chance to be part of 
Australia Day celebrations. The audiences 
enjoyed our concerts, especially the creative 
ways and places that band members found to 
perform their solos. A highlight was Daniel 
Dalgleish’s Floral Dance without a microphone.

- The band curry night - now a bit of a banding 
tradition. We had a wonderful night out and 
got to watch the Australia Day Fireworks from 
a bridge looking over Brisbane. Brisbane City’s 
budget is a little bigger than Wellington’s, and 
we were all quite impressed with the display.

My time with the Youth Band has come to an 
end, and I will treasure the experiences and 
what I have learnt on this journey. Every year I 
have come away from the course inspired and 
motivated, and have always learnt something 
from our talented young musicians. They are 
in wonderful hands with Alan Spence taking 
over next year, and I wish Alan and the next 
National Youth Band all the very best. Thanks 
to all those that supported our fundraising and 
especially those that sponsored our trip. It was 
a blast!

Regards 
Dave

http://www.abi.co.nz
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