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The 2019 National Championship will 
celebrate the life of Gilbert Vinter, as two 
of his greatest compositions are to be the 
set-works in Hamilton. As 2019 is the 
110th anniversary of the birth of Gilbert 
Vinter and the 50th anniversary of his 
death, the competitors in the A and B 
Grade sections will perform Variations 
on a Ninth and Triumphant Rhapsody 
respectively as the set-works. 

Variations on a Ninth was written in 
1964, for the National Championship 
of Great Britain. The duality of its 
inspiration, in typical Vinter fashion, is 
the interval of an initial ninth (although 
soon expanded to a resonant 13th), 
which is worked into a series of nine 
inventive variations including a famous 
set of cadenzas for soprano, horn, 
baritone and euphonium later followed 
by the cornet. 1

It has remained a popular work — and 
was utilised as the test-piece at the 
British Open in 1981, the Swiss National 
Championship in 1986 and the Grand 
Shield in 1996. 

Triumphant Rhapsody was written in 
1965 and also used at the National Final. 
Also inspired by musical intervals, it was 
initially to be called ‘A Matter of Seconds’ 
although Vinter was asked to rename it, 
despite its inventive use of both seconds 
and sevenths throughout. 2

It has subsequently been used at events 
around the world, from the Australian, 
Belgian and Netherlands Championships 
to own-choice selections at the European 
Championships. It is also to be used as 

the set-work for the 2019 Senior Trophy. 

Both pieces have been set-works at the 
New Zealand Championships in 1965 
and 1966. 

In the other sections of competition, 
Simon Dobson’s evocative Penlee has 
been selected for the C Grade. The 
work describes the tragic events of 19 
October 1981 and is dedicated to all the 
souls who lost their lives in Cornwell’s 
treacherous waters, those on the Penlee 
lifeboat, the Solomon Browne and the 
crew and passengers of the Union Star.3

As a tribute to the late David Chaulk, his 
reflective work Meditation on St Clement 
will be performed by bands in the D 
Grade. David passed away suddenly in 
November last year. 

The chief adjudicator for the five-day 
contest is renowned Belgian musician, 
educator and conductor Dr Luc 
Vertommen who will make his first visit 
to New Zealand to experience our rich 
brass banding culture and welcome. 

The assistant chief adjudicator is Major 
Graham Hickman, Director of Music of 
the New Zealand Army Band.

References: 

1. From the contest programme for the 
1964 National Championship of Great 
Britain, by Frank Wright. 

2. From the contest programme for the 
1965 National Championship of Great 
Britain, by Gilbert Vinter. 

3. Programme note for Penlee by Simon 
Dobson. 

2019 Test Pieces Announced 

Gilbert VinterDr Luc Vertommen 

The stage is set for the 2019 National Contest 
at Claudelands Event Centre, Hamilton.

In this issue we:
• Have reports from Auckland City and 

Marlborough District bands,
• Provide information about the 2019 NSSBB and 

2020 NYBB,
• Have an update on the 2019 National Contest, 
• And we farewell dedicated members of our 

Association. 

Kia Kaha

http://www.musicways.co.nz
mailto:info@musicways.co.nz
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A Note from our President
As I sit to write 
my column for 
this month’s issue, 
I am struggling 
with what to say 
due to the recent 
horrific events in 
Christchurch. Like 
all New Zealanders, 
I am shocked that 
this type of act of 

hate could happen in our quiet little country 
and that Christchurch is subjected to further 
suffering in this way. My love and thoughts 
go to all who have lost friends and loved 
ones but also to the many subjected to the 
frightening unknowns of being in lock-
down.

A natural reaction when events such as this 
occur is to take stock of our own lives - 
bringing into focus what is truly important 
to us. This, of course, is different for each 
of us. Like most, I suspect, family and then 
friends are at the very top of my list. I am 
very fortunate to have a loving, caring and 
supportive family as well as a strong group 
of close friends. Brass bands are also a very 

important part of my life, having been a 
member of my local brass band for over 40 
years. So why have I spent such a big part of 
my life in this bandroom?

As mentioned in previous columns I 
am now fully aware of the benefits and 
improved wellbeing belonging to a musical 
group such as ours brings. However, none 
of that is foremost in my mind when I 
head to rehearsal each week. Instead, it 
is about recognising the responsibilities 
I have as a member of a team. There is 
the understanding I need to practise and 
rehearse so I can contribute positively and by 
doing so enjoy the pleasure of performance. 
But what makes our team particularly 
unique and important to me is that I can 
share this time and special moments with 
family and friends. When I first joined the 
band, I sat next to my father and performed 
duets with my sister. I met my wonderfully 
understanding wife through the band, and 
now as my children start their musical 
journey I can share this with them. Every 
rehearsal I look across the bandroom at one 
of my closest friends, someone whom I not 
only can catch up with twice a week but 

also holiday and contest with. Also at least 
once a year I get to socialise with banding 
colleagues from all around New Zealand. 
How lucky am I to be able to be a member of 
a team that allows me to spend so much time 
with these special people in my life.

My situation is certainly not unique, with 
many of you sharing your banding with 
family and friends. So just like 2011, I do 
not doubt that these friendships will kick 
into action again as the wider Canterbury 
banding family look out for each other. 
Perhaps being a member of a brass band 
team and spending this time with friends 
will also help bring some normality to a 
confused world.

Kia Kaha Christchurch. Your banding 
friends are thinking of you and are here to 
support you.Yours in banding

John Sullivan 
President, 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand.

What’s On?
Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 April 
Otago Southland District Band Association 
solo and band contest hosted by Roxburgh 
Pioneer Energy Brass in Roxburgh.

Sunday 7 April 
Te Awamutu Brass Band and Cambridge 
Brass present “British Invasion”, 2.00pm at Te 
Awamutu College Hall.

Thursday 25 April
Woolston Brass presents Anzac Variety 
Concert, 2.00pm, Christchurch Town Hall 
featuring special guests The New Zealand 
Army Band, Christchurch City Choir, organist 
Martin Setchell, The Starlets and Swingtown 
Rebels.

Sunday 5 May 
Bras and Brass in concert with Piping Pink, 
the all-women’s pipe band and guest star 
Suzanne Prentice, 2.00pm Charles Luney 
Auditorium, St Margaret’s College in Merivale. 
Tickets available from www.iticket.co.nz

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 May 
Canterbury Association youth band camp at 
Living Springs Camp, Governors Bay, Banks 
Peninsula. Contact cpbbassociation@gmail.com

Friday 17 to Sunday 19 May 
Otago Southland band camp at Pounawea 
Convention Centre, The Catlins.

Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 May 
Nelson Marlborough West Coast Band 
Association solo and band contest in Nelson.

Sunday 26 May 
Auckland Bands Association solo contest.

Sunday 9 June 
Wellington District Bands Association solo 
contest.

Sunday 30 June 
Seriously Brass featuring Woolston Brass’ 
National Championship Contest Repertoire 
and Woolston Concert Brass, 2.00pm, James 
Hay Theatre, Christchurch Town Hall.

Saturday 31 August and Sunday 1 
September 
Central Districts Bands Association solo and 
band contest in Palmerston North.

Sunday 8 September 
Wellington District Bands Association band 
contest.

Sunday 22 September 
Auckland Bands Association band contest at 
Hawkins Centre, Papakura.

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 September 
Waikato Bay of Plenty Bands Association 
band and solo contest in Matamata (TBC).
Canterbury Provincial Brass Band 
Association band and solo contest, James 
Hay Theatre, Christchurch.

Monday 30 September to Sunday 6 October 
2019 National Secondary Schools’ Brass 
Band training course in New Plymouth.

Friday 25 to Sunday 27 October 
Westport Municipal Band – celebrating 
150 years. Register your interest at email: 
2019wmb150@gmail.com or Facebook: 
WMB150
** Any activities happening in your 
community this year? Let people know by 
sending details to the editor at 
bbanzeo@gmail.com or send a co-host invite 
to our Facebook page.

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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Calling all Young Musicians

This year the National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band celebrates 
its 20 year anniversary. The training camp will be based in New 
Plymouth from 30 September to 6 October and concluded 
with concerts in Hawera and New Plymouth. Leigh Martin is 
back this year as Musical Director, and he’s looking forward 
to hearing all the auditions that are due in before the end of 
May. The audition process this year is slightly different, as 
each applicant can pick a slow melody to play, and then a set 
technical piece is provided to each player to show their skills. It 
is imperative players can play the basics up to the level needed 
for this nationally-selected band.

We are thrilled to announce that Mike Ford is our guest soloist. 
Captain Mike Ford is a Standards Manager and Pilot for Air 
Nelson Flight Operations. He is the Principal Horn of Nelson 
City Brass. Mike is a founding member of both Tasman Brass 
Ensemble (a brass quintet) and Hardy Street Brass Council 
(a New Orleans-style street band). Both ensembles regularly 
perform around the top of the South Island. He is also a 
founding trustee of the Tasman Music Trust, an organisation 
dedicated to providing musical instruments for school children. 
He has recently retired as the manager of the National Youth 
Brass Band of New Zealand.

Mike has significant competition achievements including 13 
National Open Tenor Horn Solo titles, three National Masters 
solo titles, one Champion of Champions 
title and he was a member of five 
National Bands, four of those 
as the principal tenor 
horn. We look forward 
to working with Mike 
this year.

For further 
information about 
the 2019 NSSBB or 
an application form, 
please contact band 
manager Jo Doyle on 
nzssbb2019@gmail.com

Quick Notes
Brass in Class 
The Auckland Bands Association recently hosted a successful one-day 
workshop for players of all abilities to come together and enjoy the 
motivation and humour of the BBANZ Director of Education, David 
Bremner.

In a change from the usual weekend youth camps, the ABA trialled a 
one-day workshop at the start of the school holidays to engage with 
players from around the region. And after a Facebook promotion, we 
welcomed 40 players from nine to 79 years and from as far as Hamilton 
to the excellent facilities at North Shore Brass in Takapuna. We were 
especially pleased to see young and not-so-young musicians who are not 
members of a brass band attend and experience the brass band scene and 
repertoire.

David Bremner has a wonderful rapport with his fellow musicians and 
made all feel at ease as they worked through the repertoire over the day. 
It was great that he also performed some New Zealand compositions 
and managed to mould a full and balanced band to a good standard for a 
short concert for friends and family at the end of the day.

We encourage all other bands and districts to use the great resource in 
our Director of Education, David Bremner.

Owen Melhuish 
President - Auckland Bands Association

Oral History. 
Evan Sayer and I have continued with our oral history recordings and 
recently recorded interviews with two more of our distinguished alumni, 
namely Trevor Bremner and Tony Cowan. These were both really 
interesting recordings. It will be a short while before you can listen to 
them at the New Zealand archives because they have yet to be indexed 
and that takes some time. We have a list of further people we are going to 
interview but as we haven’t approached them yet we cannot reveal their 
names. We started trying to interview as many of the 1953 and 1962 
National Band as we could but we have now broadened our approach.

We have now interviewed seven of our finest players and one of our very 
best drum majors. In the process, we have discovered the secret of their 
success. They all practise hard and prepare thoroughly.

Kevin Dell – Life Member BBANZ

Dedicated Service 
Ian Hebbard joined the Mosgiel Brass 
Band in February 1959 as a teenage cornet 
player. This year he attained 60 years of 
continuous membership of the band. To 
celebrate this achievement, a ceremony 
was planned to take place at a recent 
band practise. Unfortunately, Ian’s health 
had not been the best lately, and he was 
admitted to Dunedin Public Hospital.

A group of band members made sure that 
the presentation went ahead by visiting 
Ian in the hospital where his 60-year Long 
Service bar and certificate were awarded at 
a bedside ceremony.

Ian was a loyal and dedicated Life Member of the Mosgiel Band with a 
fantastic attendance record. He was always ready to do more and was 
often found at the band room making repairs to it and its equipment. 
Just last year he built a large shelving unit for our band library. Sadly 
Ian passed away on 18 March. All at Mosgiel Brass offer our sincere 
condolences to his family.

Philip Craigie 
Musical Director - Mosgiel Brass Band

David Bremner

The Brass in Class trombone section

mailto:nzssbb2019@gmail.com
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Bras and Brass 2019
Bras and Brass band is going from strength 
to strength as player numbers continue to 
grow and a new conductor is appointed. 
We welcome Sarah Robertson from Te 
Awamutu as the Musical Director for 2019.

Following requests to perform in the 
South Island, we are delighted to announce 
that our first concert this year will be in 
Christchurch on Sunday 5 May. The band 
will assemble in Christchurch on Friday 
3 May for a full day’s rehearsal on the 
Saturday followed by the Sunday concert. 
Sarah has selected a wide repertoire of 
music which is sure to please everyone 
who comes along. We are performing with 
“Piping Pink” and guest Suzanne Prentice. 
Piping Pink is an all-female pipe band made 
up of pipers and drummers from all over 
New Zealand, and many are either Grade 
1 band members or champion soloists. 
In all, this will be an outstanding concert 
with plenty of variety. Tickets are on sale at 
“i-tickets”, please go to www.itickets.co.nz. 
There will be limited door sales. We are of 
course raising awareness and funds for the 
Breast Cancer Foundation of New Zealand 
so please come along to support us to 
support them.

The band’s second concert will be in 
Hamilton at 2.00pm on Sunday 13 October 
2019. Further details on venue and tickets 
will be advised soon.

Since last year’s inaugural performances 

in Wellington and Blenheim, we have 
increased the band’s membership 
registrations to 75 female players plus Sarah 
our MD and a couple of male Bass players 
who are brave enough to wear pink wigs!! 
Not everyone can be available for each 
concert, so it is important that we have more 
players to draw on. For Christchurch, we 
have a strong band of 41.

Our sincere thanks to Rhys McDonnell 
and Brass Direct for their generous 
support for 2019. Also, many thanks to 
Shhhhhmutes and the House of Oom for 
their contribution to our Breast Cancer 
Foundation donation. We thank ABI Music 
for assistance with meals and the Woolston 
Brass Band for offering to assist us with 
Percussion and a set of music stands. A 
special thank you to management team 
members Julie Anne Garnons Williams, 

Marie Rockell and Jean North who have 
been working hard over the past few months 
with Mike Sander to get preparations 
underway for another fun year. And special 
thanks also to Rachel Street in Wellington 
for her design of our promotional material.

From all of us at Bras and Brass, “The Pink 
Ladies”, we hope that you can come along 
to either our Christchurch or Hamilton 
concerts for what is always a fun and 
entertaining ‘pink’ concert to remember. 
For more information on our concerts 
or how you can support Bras and Brass, 
please contact Mike Sander in the first 
instance on Ph 020 4165 4569, email 
mtsander007@gmail.com. You can also visit 
us at www.facebook.com/Brasandbrass/ 
For information on Breast Cancer you 
can visit the foundation website www.
breastcancerfoundation.org.nz

Youth Band 
Development
It’s been a big year 
already for Auckland City 
Brass with the start of a 
youth band programme. 
Auckland City Brass Youth 
Band will provide a place 
for younger players of all 
skill levels to experience 
brass bands, expand their 
opportunities and gain musical knowledge and 
experience.

Rehearsals began at the start of February, with 
Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra’s Sub-
Principal Trumpet Josh Rogan directing the 
band. Initial rehearsals focused on building the 
band’s musicality and working on ensemble 
principles across a variety of pieces. Members 
have received a short theory quiz each week, 
and some members are giving one-minute solo 
performances at rehearsals to help with nerves. 
Term two rehearsals will continue to build the 
repertoire of the band and will focus more on 
improving pieces to a performance standard. 
There will also be opportunities at this time 
for students wishing to become more involved 
in smaller groups to form a brass quartet, 
trombone trio, tuba duo or similar ensembles.

Auckland City Brass will be performing a 
concert at the end of term two, and it’s hoped 
that Auckland City Brass Youth Band will be 
ready to showcase what it has been working on 
at this concert too. Terms three and four will be 
a continuation of the work done but with a new 
and more challenging repertoire. The aim is 
to expand on the principles established earlier 
in the year and grow everyone’s musical skills 
further. There will also be more performance 
opportunities, plus busking around Christmas 
time, making it an exciting end to the year.

Josh and Tak Chun Lai, Principal Tuba of 
the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra and 
conductor of Auckland City Brass, decided 
to start the ACBYB as a way to get younger 
people involved in brass bands. They saw a  

need for more musical exposure for primary 
and secondary aged students and felt that 
Auckland City Brass would be a great place 
to offer this opportunity. The future is bright 
as more members continue to join the Youth 
Band, but the primary goal is still to provide 
an environment where the members enjoy 
themselves and can improve to reach their 
potential.

If you want to find out more information about 
the Auckland City Brass Youth Band, or if 
you’d like to get involved, then please contact 
Josh Rogan at josh@aucklandcitybrass.co.nz, 
and don’t forget to follow Auckland City Brass 
on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date 
with their progress.

Josh Rogan

http://www.itickets.co.nz
mailto:mtsander007@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Brasandbrass/
http://www.breastcancerfoundation.org.nz
http://www.breastcancerfoundation.org.nz
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Handing Over The Baton
After 30 years of training and conducting 
Marlborough District Brass, Kevin Moseley has 
given notice that he will retire from conducting 
at the end of this year.

Kevin’s energetic personality and passion 
for banding and music are known by many 
throughout the country. His contribution 
outside his home-town band has been 
enormous, as a member of four National Youth 
Bands during the 1970s and a member of the 
National Band in 1980, 1990, 1995, 2005, and 
2007. Kevin was the musical director of the 
National Youth Band in 2007, 2008 and 2009 
and he has trained and conducted many local 
and provincial youth bands.

Kevin says provincial bands like Marlborough 
are the traditional training grounds for the 
city bands. He has lost count of the number of 
young people he has taught who have moved 
on to larger city bands and performed with 
distinction at the national level. “It’s always a 
great pleasure when they return to play with 
Marlborough in the uni holidays or if they 
move back to Blenheim”.

Under Kevin’s guidance Marlborough 
District Brass was promoted to the A grade 
in 2003, finishing runner-up to champions 
Brisbane Excelsior in 2008. The band has 
performed with many distinguished soloists 
and conductors including Riki McDonnell, 
Mike Ford, Brett Baker, Goff Richards, Derek 
Broadbent, and world-champion whistler 

David Morris. As a fitting 
farewell to Kevin, the band is 
planning a concert early next 
year with one of his favourite jazz 
trumpeters, Australian James 
Morrison, at the ASB Theatre 
Marlborough.

Kevin’s community involvement 
outside the bandroom includes 
musical director of Blenheim 
Musical Theatre since 1990, 
member of Blenheim South 
Rotary, music teacher in 
schools, and most significantly 
heading the team that funded 
and built the new ASB Theatre 
Marlborough. Kevin was 
awarded QSM for services to 
Banding in 2005 and last year 
received the Marlborough Living 
Cultural Treasure accolade for his 
services to music.

Upon retirement, Kevin is 
looking forward to travelling 
overseas with his wife Kathy, and to many 
more long weekends away in their beloved 
motorhome and at their Marlborough Sounds 
holiday home. But when he’s at home in 
Blenheim, he’ll be there in the Marlborough 
District Brass cornet row, with Kathy in the 
percussion line-up, and their shared passion 
and enthusiasm for the band will continue.

Marlborough District Brass invite people 
interested in taking up the Musical Director’s 
position from January 2020 to contact 
the Chairman, Brian Nicholas, who says 
all possible assistance will be given to 
prospective appointees from out of town 
about employment and housing requirements. 
Contact Brian in confidence at briannicholas@
linesmarl.co.nz or phone 027 220 1711.

mailto:briannicholas@linesmarl.co.nz
mailto:briannicholas@linesmarl.co.nz
http://www.abi.co.nz
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Obituary Brian Mackay - 1936 to 2019
Brian Mackay joined 
the Band of the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery in 
late 1976. He arrived at 
a time when the band 
was reorganising and 
in need of a person 
of his experience and 
ability to train and lead 
the band in one of its 
most important military 
functions: marching.

Brian, or “Ta Hum” 
as he became fondly known due to his vocal 
imitation of a whistle, soon persuaded a group 
of hard-nosed-been-there-done-that musicians 
that he was the man for the job. Despite 
arriving an hour late to his first training session, 
having forgotten about daylight saving, Brian 
was able to motivate bandsmen of somewhat 
varying levels of skill to put aside their 
individual opinions about marching and work 

together to produce a result which saw the band 
go from strength to strength. The results at 
national championships spoke for themselves.

Every time the band competed, initially in 
the C Grade and later the B Grade, it won 
the marching events – the Quickstep, display 
marching and street march as well as the award 
for the highest military points for a band other 
than an A Grade. At 1983 National Contest 
Brian received the Champions Drum Major 
award, an honour usually won by a drum major 
of an A Grade band.

Brian was also a great frontman. At the many 
military, royal visits and public events at which 
the band appeared, he always epitomised the 
high standards to which the band aspired. 
He gained the respect of many Regimental 
Sergeant Majors over the years, which was no 
mean feat.

In addition to his RNZA band commitments, 
Brian served on the committee of the Auckland 

Bands Association for many years, including 
time as its president.

After his time with RNZA Band, Brian joined 
the National Association’s Drill Judges Panel, 
first working alongside Chief Drill Judge Tony 
Cowan, and then with Bob Gilles, Trevor 
Cudby and Howard McGrath. The Judging 
Panel was responsible for judging the ‘Set Piece’ 
marching display, the impromptu display and 
the Street March. Brian and the Judging Panel 
realised the importance of giving the public a 
chance to see and enjoy the bands’ marching 
displays. In later years Brian was himself the 
Chief Military Judge at National Contest.

Brian believed passionately in promoting brass 
banding and gave generously of his time.

John Sinton, former conductor of the Band of 
the Royal Regiment of Artillery with input from 
Howard McGrath.

Banding brothers Ethan and Jacob Mancer.

The Youth Today
In this issue management committee member, 
Sariah Ratford interviews 22-year-old Jacob 
Mancer, originally from Whanganui.

What was your first musical experience? A 
family Christmas carol evening with some 
family members who played for Brass 
Whanganui at the time.

Is the rest of your family musical as well? 
My brothers (Brad and Ethan) and I are 
the musical ones in our family, as well 
as some cousins. Brad started first, and 
after watching him play at his first solo 
competition, I became hooked and wanted 
to be part of a band as well. Then a few years 
after, Weeman (Ethan) got involved too.

What was your first musical instrument? I 
started on cornet, under the great tutorship 
of Kevin Jarrett and Brass Whanganui.

Which instrument do you play now and why 
did you choose that one? After having a few 
issues with my range on the cornet, Kevin 
Jarrett suggested that I change to Tenor 
Horn, which I am currently on and have not 
looked back since.

What other musical instruments do you play? 
I enjoy getting my ukulele out for a jam!

You and Ethan were recently in Queensland, 
Australia touring with the National Youth 
Brass Band of NZ. What was the highlight(s) 
of this trip for you? Since everyone in the 
band was very well prepared with their 
music, it meant that we got to have more 
spare time chilling out over in Brisbane. So a 
big highlight for me was getting to have late 
starts to the day, going for plenty of swims 
and enjoying the sunshine. Also playing in a 
mass-band with the Brisbane Excelsior was 
a big buzz!

What advice would you have for anyone who 
is striving to be selected for this band? From 
my personal experience, I wasn’t selected 
for several youth bands that I applied for so 
I asked for advice on what I could improve 
on for the next audition. And remember just 
because you didn’t get selected, it doesn’t 
mean that you aren’t good enough, it just 
means that it’s not your time yet, and if you 
keep striving your time in the band will 
come.

To date, what have been some of your (other) 
musical highlights? The three NSSBB and 
three NYBB were all a great highlight. 
A big highlight was the opportunity to 
have a music lesson with UK star player 
Sheona White on her NZ tour. Being in the 
NZ Army Band is amazing! I am looking 
forward to heading to Edinburgh to perform 
at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 
August.

What sort of things would you like to see 
happen to support young brass players in 
Aotearoa New Zealand? The opportunity 
to have a music lesson from great overseas 
musicians. I have found these very 
inspirational, as it makes me want to 
practise so much more.

Who or what has been your greatest 
inspiration? I have been fortunate to have 
such great tutorship from Kevin Jarrett, 
Bruce Jellyman and David Maas. My 
greatest inspiration would have to be Sheona 
White, my lesson with her inspired me big 
time!

Is there anyone you would like to thank for 
helping you with your journey thus far? A 
big thanks to Bruce Jellyman and Brass 
Whanganui. My family for endless support 

and rides to and from many band practises, 
and the NZ Army Band for giving me so 
many more amazing musical opportunities.

Quick notes:

What type of music do you listen to most? 
Every kind, I don’t have a favourite genre.

Other interests? Football, fishing and being 
outdoors.

Favourite food? Kebabs

Favourite place? Dublin, Ireland.

Favourite film? Eight Below.

Favourite instrument? Flugel horn

Favourite piece of music? ‘From Ancient 
Times.’

Pet peeve? Dishes!

For the more technical amongst us; what 
make of instrument and mouthpiece do you 
play? Yamaha tenor horn with an SW2 
mouthpiece.
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Contest Countdown
I look forward to welcoming you to Ngā 
Taumahekeheke-ā-Tira pūtētere o Aoteroa - 
The New Zealand Brass Band Championships 
in Hamilton. This is the first time Hamilton has 
hosted the event in over 40 years and the city 
has evolved immensely since then. Hamilton 
is now an events city with a population of over 
160,000 and we are delighted that Hamilton 
City Council has come on board as the primary 
event sponsor as well as providing plenty of 
logistical and marketing support.

The facilities in our city are world class, and I’m 
sure you will be impressed by the Claudelands 
Events Centre for the Solo, Party and A/B 
grade events, and the Southwell School 
Auditorium for the C/D and Youth grades.

We have already received great support from 
the NZ music industry through naming rights 
sponsorship of events and advertising in the 
event programme. We still have some naming 
rights available and plenty of opportunity for 
advertising, so please get in touch if you are 
interested.

Make sure you are following us on Facebook. 
Memorie Brooky is on the pulse with all 
updates. I suggest you change your following 
settings to “See First” so you get updates at the 
top of your feed. Our website 
(www.brasschamps2019.nz) has all the 
information you need about the venues, 
schedule and Hamilton city. This is updated 
regularly to ensure you don’t miss out on 
anything and has contact details for us if 
anything you need isn’t there.

In recent years attendance at some of the 
premier events has declined, notably the 
Champion of Champions. We have looked at 
possible reasons for this, and we think there 
are several contributing factors including the 
price of tickets and bands rehearsing at the 
same time as these events. We have reduced 
the ticket price to under $20 per adult and 
have season passes available. I encourage band 
managers and musical directors to consider 
scheduling band rehearsals at times that allow 
players to attend these events. I would also 
encourage people who usually watch these 

events online to attend in person if they are 
able to.

Hamilton and the Waikato region can boast 
of some wonderful attractions. We have great 
restaurants and bars, and for the family the 
‘Destination Playgrounds’ around the city 
are fantastic. The Hamilton Gardens are 
amazing, Hobbiton and the Waitomo Caves 
are just down the road, and the river cycle 
track through the city and out to Ngaruawahia 
is one of the best one-day rides in the world 
(according to my father).

We have a fantastic team putting the contest 
together, and we look forward to seeing you 
soon!

Malcolm Barr 
Contest Committee Chairperson

www.brasschamps2019.nz  
www.facebook.com/
NZBrassBandChampsHamilton2019/ 

Test Solos Title and composer Available from

Eb Soprano Cornet Rhapsody for Eb Soprano Cornet, Robert Eaves Just Music JM43733

Championship Cornet Zigeunerweisen Pablo de Sarasate arr. Dokshitser Molto Music and Just Music JM98284

Amateur Cornet Concertino for Cornet (Revised edition) Barrie Gott Barrie Gott barrie@bgmusic.com.au

Flugel Horn The Settler, Craig Miller BBANZ bbanzeo@gmail.com

Tenor Horn Diversions on Gwahoddiad, Tom Davoran Just Music JM71408

Baritone Blue Bells of Scotland, Arthur Pryor arr. Sparke Just Music JM47417

Euphonium Mace, Philip Sparke Just Music JM43626

Tenor Trombone Sonata for Trombone and Piano, (Revised edition) Peter Maunder BBANZ bbanzeo@gmail.com

Bass Trombone Concertino Basso, Richard Lieb Just Music JM103031

Eb Bass Sonata No 1. in F, Benedetto Marcello Just Music JM100311

BBb Bass Carnival, Bertrand Moren Molto Music and Just Music JM100043

Solo test music is available to purchase from the suppliers listed or from your regular music supplier. 
Just Music https://www.justmusicuk.com/ or sales@justmusicuk.com 
Molto Music https://www.moltomusic.co.nz/ Call: Billy 021 836 255 Email: billy@moltomusic.co.nz

NYBB 2020 – Expressions of Interest now open!
Even though it seems like the tour to Australia 
has only just finished, planning for the 2020 
National Youth Brass Band is well underway. 
The application process for the band will 
be a little different from previous years. We 
are asking those of you who are considering 
applying for the band to complete an 
expression of interest survey by 30 April to 
enable Alan Spence, Musical Director, to get 
an early indication of the level of interest in 
the band, as well as the mix of instruments. A 
link to the survey can be found on the BBANZ 
website, and the NYBB and BBANZ Facebook 
pages.

Full applications and auditions will then need 
to be completed as usual; applications will 
open on 15 May and are to be submitted by 
27 July. The audition for brass players will 
consist of a slow melody and technical piece 

of the applicant’s choice, as well as a technical 
exercise which will be provided by Alan and 
will be available with the application forms. 
Percussionists will need to present one work 
on their preferred instrument and one work 
on a different instrument, as well as a technical 
exercise on their preferred instrument which 
will be provided by Alan.

Those of you applying for the 2019 National 
Secondary Schools’ can submit your NSSBB 
audition slow melody and/or technical piece 
recordings for your NYBB audition if you wish; 
however, you will need to submit the NYBB 
technical exercise set by Alan separately.

The course will be held from 18 to 26 January 
2020 and will be based in Christchurch with 
the generous support of the New Zealand 
Army Band. The itinerary is still being 

finalised, but 
there will be 
concerts in 
Christchurch 
and the 
lower South 
Island. Alan 
is already 
preparing for 
the course, and 
we look forward 
to bringing you more 
details about the guest soloist, concerts and 
tutoring team over the coming months as they 
are confirmed.

If there are any questions about the band or 
application process, please contact Emily 
Richards, Band Manager, on 
nybb2020@gmail.com

mailto:barrie@bgmusic.com.au
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
https://www.justmusicuk.com/
file:///C:\Users\User\Documents\National%20Contest\2019%20Hamilton\Entry%20info\sales@justmusicuk.com
https://www.moltomusic.co.nz/
mailto:billy@moltomusic.co.nz
mailto:nybb2020@gmail.com
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Vacancy - Musical Director 
Marlborough District Brass

We invite expressions of interest from energetic and ambitious Musical 
Directors, or suitably experienced musicians looking for an MD appointment, 

to train and conduct our band and to head up our training programme 
from February 2020. Assistance with employment and housing will be offered 

where possible, and if required.

Marlborough District Brass is an active provincial band with a busy 
performance schedule and a regular contesting regime. 

We enjoy favourable support from local audiences, businesses, 
and the Marlborough District Council.

Further information may be obtained in confidence from the Band Chairman, 
Brian Nicholas, phone 027 220 1711; briannicholas@linesmarl.co.nz

Vacancy 
Musical Director Palmerston North Brass

We are seeking a new Musical Director to continue the development of brass 
banding in Palmerston North. Candidates will ideally have performed at a 

national level, have some professional leadership experience, and some brass 
teaching experience.

We are a B Grade band focused on ongoing musical development and 
community engagement, rehearsing on Monday and Thursday evenings. 

We’ve recently started an Academy Band and would like the new Director to 
help grow this. For more information, please contact us via email a 

palmybrass@gmail.com or call Madz on 021 668 536. 
To see what we’re about visit www.facebook.com/palmerstonnorthbrass

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band: 
P Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity), J Aldridge, 
T and B Bremner, G Coomer, T and B Cudby, D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, 
M and S Ford, RA Hancock, RJ Harris, JB and NC Hollick, DA Johnson, I Levien, 
AG Lewis, JR McGough, Marlborough District Brass, O Melhuish, D Miller, 
G and C Moseley, J Mulraney, NZ Army Band, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, 
J and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma Morris, S Webb, TrumpetGuy.co.nz.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please 
contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at 
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP, 
Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, 
Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen, Rodney Sutton MBE 
JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ 
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie, 
Graham Dick, J Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, EJ Gohns, 
T Goodall, Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C 
Kendall, JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H 
Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, 
P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

 BBANZ – Directory
Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640 
Website: www.brassbanz.org

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com 
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President 
John Sullivan, Auckland 
john@brassbanz.org.nz 
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President 
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane 
stephen@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 196 3238

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Sariah Ratford, Napier 
sariah@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 723 3740

Director of Education

David Bremner, Wellington 
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier 
murray@brassbanz.org.nz 
H: 06 844 1120 
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: Alan Spence, Whakatane  
Manager: Emily Richards 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz 
M: 027 723 3740

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth 
Manager: Jo Doyle 
nzssbb2019@gmail.com 
027 454 9632

2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July 
Contact person: Malcolm Barr 
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz

2020 National Contest in Christchurch 8 to 12 July 
Contact person: Stephen Leader 
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

2021 National Contest in Wellington 7 to 11 July 
Contact person: Mike Sander 
mtsander007@gmail.com

mailto:palmybrass@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/palmerstonnorthbrass/
http://www.brassbanz.org/friends
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:john@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:grant@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:stephen@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:brian@brassbanz.org.nz
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Musical Director
With our current Musical Director having retired, Motueka 

District Brass is keen to secure the services of a Musical Director 
who is enthusiastic and encouraging 

of a developing D Grade Band.

Motueka District Brass is a family-oriented band based in the 
top of the south and has a 101-year history of performance for 

and within the community. Motueka District Brass attends civic 
functions, has competed regularly in regional competitions and, 

when we can, the national competitions and attends 
community functions as requested.

Voted best town in New Zealand, Motueka is a welcoming 
town with many wonderful features such as the climate, the 

mountains, the rivers and the sea but also its own brass band.

If you have the skills to lead a D Grade Brass Band and have a 
passion for encouraging younger players, 

Motueka is the place for you!

Please direct expressions of interest to the president Trindi 
Walker – PO Box 32, Motueka 7143 or Email: 

motueka.brass@gmail.com

A Note of Thanks
Graham Stuart Dick, 20 December 1950 – 4 January 2019

Lynda, Rebecca, Nathan, Matthew, Megan, Karyn, Evan, Meghan and 
Marcus, along with Jack, Amelie, Hannah, Spencer, Kaitlyn, Lucy and 
Elliot, wish to acknowledge the many expressions of sympathy, support 
and gestures of kindness shown to us following the loss of our dearly 
loved husband, father and grandfather.

Please accept our heartfelt thanks to our many friends, colleagues, and 
neighbours who supported us 
with messages, cards, gardening 
and visits to Graham in hospital. 
Special thanks for the many 
messages, cards, food, and 
flowers to our home.

Grateful thanks go to the many 
who attended our celebration 
of Graham’s life and for the 
donations made to the ICU 
nurses at Dunedin Hospital.

To the ICU nursing staff, 
a massive thank you for 
the excellent professional, 
compassionate care and support 
of Graham and for the kindness 
and respect shown to all his 
family while visiting.

To all those members of brass 
bands throughout New Zealand, 
thank you for your support, 
attendance at Graham’s funeral, 
and for your guard of honour.

http://www.abi.co.nz
mailto:motueka.brass@gmail.com
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http://www.brassdirect.co.nz

